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. THE CQPPER CHIEF

The first reporté of copoer in the HhTtE”DPSE ares warse: ;rom mlners

on thEIP way to thﬂ hloadlke ﬂOldflElGS around 1897-98. Durlng 1898 99

'mout 01 ‘the presently known showings were staked in a strlp,,SOme 4 wlles

\.

wlde ano 17—mllas long,_amd became known as the Whitehorae:Copper Ee1t.

Y

A handsome ttlnkllra eyed uwede Chérlié Bféf&ltif&éé%ﬁédjﬁaf't
adventure from the tovn of hlb blrth Amotfors, Sweden;. Cﬁaflie; ben.
iﬂ 1886 mlgraued.to gmérica in‘1909 aﬁ age 25 to leurn hérﬁ?oékwﬁiﬁing
in Denvu;,‘Color&do |

After varlous mlnlnﬁ wowk he e1ded up In boeur d'hl“ﬂe dlstrict

Idaho untll 1916 thlS.D&Ptlculzr distrlct simllar xﬁxmdiﬂxx EEOlOElC&‘
to the Keno Hill dlstrlct where Cﬂarlle woq1d end Jp years later

b ’ T

; as discoverer of the 1mportant Elss mlpe.

But before g01ng to Keno Hlll Cnar’le nnd SuODpad by the thtehorse

"Copper Belt in 1916 worklrg 1n the Pueblo Mlne near Uhltehorse. But a

_-llttlefpdnicky over the condltlcn of Lhe Pueblo and not’: dble to

]..

:”conv1nce anyone to reodir the bddly sagglnn "‘nbers of the soggy mine

-jowned by Vukon Copper Ltd., Chdrlle moved onto uhe Keno dlstrlct

And d month later in harch 1917, tha“ﬁueolq_cavefin;burlgdf10 meﬁ,

' _51x of whom Were never recovered._ ' L fiirg

) Accordlng to. uhe Weekly L~tELI= Frlday, nprll 5, 191?, regardlng the

: Pueblo Klne cave- in Inspectors Arthuv Bell and Dan LcDonalﬁ found@% the
'  Dueblo nave~in to be an uvavoidable ccldenu, the collapse oP the stoues

_:to nave been from the many water courses wh;ch hasqed dway the Sllb, .

sand, etc., which acted. as blnders. _
The Pueblo, known as a -wet mlne“, and thére were many uater courbec
.throughout the property, dﬂdlt WuS proodblg the wdter had accumulated_

in some unknodn champer in s:uch vo1wme as to cause :reit DPESSJPE and
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thig pressure would find sn exit at the ooiet of least resistuance.. ...
-«»..the system of tizbering in the Pueblo w2z whai wis known as

'”sqddre setting”, a system considesred
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ffestlknown.
‘The inspectors believéd‘the timbering 16 bz done in a séieaiific ‘andg
workmanlike manner, and evideance showed no shortzgze of titpsr, tools or
'machinary.

And it was Tound that ‘the éanagement of thEVYUKOH GoppEr; Ltda.,
working.the mine used ‘every péssible and xnown precaution tney c;ns;dered
necessa}y to safeguard the lives of emdleoyees and ‘had gone SO;faP.by-
using solid bulltheads of ticber.

s

[

n

ThefPueblo was the larcest producer and oped in the vicinity of.

140,000 tons og ore. follcocwing the cave-~in, the mine was,shﬁi down, but
was subsecuently reopensd by Atlas Copper Lid. |

in.ihe opinion of management at that tine, all ttenbre'éxﬁragtaﬁlé
was removed. The ?uebio—resulted in 4 severs financial.léss,;due mostly
to-the cost of pump&ng.aﬂd timbering the weti mins. rThe-grOQﬁa,'soft
and difficult to hold, was taking orn 500 to EOOAgailoné pér;mingte.
Thedpuﬁping accomplished by steam power, using wood for féei, was a very

expénsive-process. | ) j
Iﬁ thbber 5, Lgl?, Atlas Coppesr Ltd. cloagd_down.tbe Euébio, the
énnouﬁcémeﬁt coming Trom ¥r. H. Wheeler, Geuefal Kanager df:whité fassf&
Yukon Route, an Atlas Copper Ltd.3ourd Hember. T :
Onlj_two morershipments_went'oqt froxm ihe Puebio, éfﬁéﬁ ihe CDTUdHy
changed in 1927 to Richmond Yukon Co. Lid. Cne shipment we nt out in 1925
another in 1930. ) . :
The @ﬂ%@&eﬂﬁi—grﬁﬁ“€*£$¥lwd) 3-storey bunkﬁouse, built ﬁn 1914

at the PJeblo Copner wire was uhe bést of its class in

accommodations for 68 men, and in addition 1o sléeping apa
L8 i

both hot and cold running hthP five baths, flush toilets,

=~
IEC

creation room and 21l cther iroderrn convenisnced.
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In 1942 the bunkhouze wuz broushi inte Witenorse on rlizt-decik

Ch

rucks in 8 x 8 feet Sectlione I'rog tha rine, 4rd wasg ré-corstructed a3
the VWhitenorse Inn'e Tirst annsx waich remalpre there today.

i'he Pueblo mine is

4]

ituated in the valley o1 rcr?ub gréek, near tie
nortnern end of the copoer bell, apng conasctled witr Hhitehorse‘bv_a“gqod

Wigone road, 5.5 miles long. 4 white Pags sy;r~lins'cdnn;ciéa‘th

raiquad with the_main‘iine.; o _ | . -:-. .EJ;.;

The Pueg1o clais was gliukad July 7, 18u: oy H. .E. Portér, ung 300n

after staalng it passed irnto the possession i the ﬁﬁitehbrﬁe Copper

o

Couspany, and was alcost lmiedistely vondad With 15 pothep cl 2ims owned

o0y Whitehor:e Copper, to the 2rit iSN—Aucricul CCzpuPdLlOn-ﬂthl.DEEfCIT&

C‘;

a

the development worlk.

i '
)

'bﬂlq vas,l “ted.
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However the ore did not :POVL ~4L15tm02u“" and
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Eery in 1506 tne prupbp Ty Hda bogzit ow ihe IIKDP Pucblo Mins ing

-

Conpany of

Spokane .- xmtmmxmxuf Lﬁmsxm?rﬁmsmmgx

IR

Aluhougn Pueblo uro&ucmq 140,500 tons D%jDFEl by 1‘27,-0uqer main

,pFOdJCePS of ore in the area 'such ws the Gfaiter, H Dpeq only 14 OOO
i P . .

and the Conner hlng &nd Yalp_ié o
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nﬂfe were well over 25 clai & in the Wit nar a Coan“!Selt by lﬁqj

‘and a rising_price of coppér by 1206, revived ipt est .alozvr uhe whltehGP se

Coppér‘Beit; aud-a‘numbér DE oro.i ing claigs | were eclu or bonued to

f : : -

individuals br companies.

COFPER KING - | . : T g
The Copper Klng was situuted about 4 g3 les ncfthwést.df hj;tehor5eg

t : . R Lo e
; . . . ;
("2

esides belng the Pirst elaiw

b

conn:c@ad by 1 4,5;miIEz;ongfﬁagon'road;:'

'

-
1

Staked, theCopper King Was also tre fipst elain on which any. serious Mt wEay
- P :

attempt or develooment work wids done. Inp 1500 4 50211 shiprent of ore

rich bornite cre. 4 22cond sninpmeant o

— i
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FIRST CLATIY
The credit for staking the Fipst claic in the whipenofse coppér,'
-_Belt'goés‘to'Jack FeIntyre who located_the Copper King, . Julya 1898

ge

; The Ora, a near-oy claim, -was sudked by John BiGIEJ also on the. s&

B date._a

In the fOllOvlﬁg year the districtTWas-faifly;w 11 Urosmected

’...h

-on the surrace and.most of the portant claims were dlspovered and

t

 staked. l ' : o

In- 18 9 trailes were constry ctec 1o several ol the clalmb ;rom

.Uhltehorse and development Work was started at the Copper K1

”_and Pueblo.

g, Anacond
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made in 103.
Tnis wasg opy eipzlly ¢ .2 1o tre OwWr.grgy 5cla13re_an4.-rangef
XIxkmuax Joth theze Fenllenng, wao nuwes upe aS8shelated with

LCuntairs, lozt tusip lives urgung Lhe Uhitsior-a LrEa--f

4nd Cranger s.ffocaie- in the suaft., g
GRAFPTER ' o
Tze CGrafter ruanked ums

Sltuated about a wile rnorta of tne Arctie Chiel, a Wagon rosad of 7

miles connected the Grafter wilh the yhite Pass callway fermings.
The Grafter was stalgg ﬁug-s 5, 1839y; Wil tilar Eoédney, and

s 3 s £ k P . P = o 1 !
in tne followip g Yeurs/snallos siuft wuas gank. L LU0l the ‘elaie wug

bonded to 4 local synidcats 203 ihe pext vegyr tae ghafn UAS con-¢nuec
- " 3 Dl ‘
to the 50 foot debth. ork Was resuined in 1407 Ly Roaert Lsn_.
Thc Ore shipped from E]u Cﬁahx.r daverdsed aboyt &3, OO @er ton:
’ I : [

{t that time.
VALERIE

; ' <! S .

The VilEPlB Was another uppe PEhLlj c~proeucep, staked avgast oo

1859 by Gustave Gervais. Tha ga Lly acvelonmcht Work conglisted in Simcliny

shallow shaf'ts on tue UrlnC!mai u”e 0. Lcr Dyings;ffrom which 40 tons

of hlgh -g€rade chalcopyrite cra was shipped in 1004,

In lgOT-A. B. Palmer o' wniiehorse did @mcre devalogrent work and

'ols overed more 1mnortant ore bodies. Locatéd west of the nead of

Riles;Canyon, about 3 miles 804t of the arctic Chier, a hagbn rezd,
2.5 miles lorg to Wigan stution tn ine WP &YR railwas was uinder

i
[

constﬂuctlon 1n 1503, . - . :

GTHER c_AI“s - =

The Best Chance staked on July 7, 1899, oy AngUs ¥eKinna on, in the
Villey of rcIntyre Creek, directly eust of the Zrufier, Adeining tnis
claim wWas the Rctr¢34L10n. Borth of lhe Reiribution i WS tze EM““ESS af

ﬁqd*“n, and to tne north, tns Suring Cres:
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Then the Pueblo und Copper Eing. Eastuwurly X was the Caplicie

owned At the turn-of-the-centary by Yukon Pueblo ¥ines C :
‘ staked by n. H- Puckett
ﬁest of Porter Creek wzs the Anaconda, /neysr thes northefn end of
the copper belt. ' Eabbit 00t was staked July 7, 1800 Dy G?e Dickson.

s

The war Eigle wasg Qtdieﬂ Jle 1°V l89; by Sam icCee, bgt n 12307

ths claim was tdkbn over oy Caldvell Pyntz, Lucas and Ke sé_r.
Other Clal;s in the sogthern copper_belt Were the CO“rér leff.
thejﬂorth Star, Keewanaw, Buckinghém, Hoodoo, the Jo Jo, nan 89115
Joéephine, Bluzck and 3rown Cubs.
OLD.CLAIMS REYVISITED
The Arctic Chief is located near tne center orf ‘the cogp#r béltg a

'ﬁ itehorse.

- The Arctlc ChlEI was staked uuly 12, 18 9 by Cuapt. John Irv1ng of Vietor:

wagon road of 7.1 miles connectiﬁg it_with uhe railway aﬁ
'In 1908 the Arctlc Chier vant.andeﬂ bord to uhe Arct;chhleféGopper Mines
Comnany‘of Spokana | | - S :

| Thﬁs clalm § ore body OJLcrdppcd on flSrng trau draéd?wés'ﬁﬁened via
a tunnel development woerk Tirst stdrtlng in l”u2 work. Q og =essi‘ng ﬁery
'slowly.f Other claims in the area develoneo only sllquly - l”OJ were
_the Whltehorse, Golden Jdte buburnan in the CorvetLa ér' ﬁ,“and the-‘

.Verona.

. LITTLE CdTEv

P

Liutle Ch1cf claim 1s situatéd a_short distarnece norih off tie Valerie
contalnlng ¢Ip0Wtdﬂu surluce showlngs. Bv lJOW DfaCfludllV no ucvf bdd

beaen donﬂ'on tnls Cldim which was i t staLsd eptember 15, 1898 oy’

Andrew Oleson and in 1899 was sold to JOSld Colilns. : ﬁ
BIG- CHIER. . S
The Blg ChieI claim ngOlDS the Litﬁle'Chief on the norLb qked

Vo

on Septenber 15, 1898 vy Hilliam FcT&waart lcq DOughb by dOSld Colllns.

By 1909:the claim had been workeg Por seve“aL yea“v wzth nO'shipments to
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its ecredit.

Around the year 1303, and wrevicus to ttat dite, the ﬁhitehorse
opeéJwére shipped for treatzernt to various-smelters, tran;poﬁtation.A‘
cbarges Trom the mices to the smeltsrs by wagon, rai1 and stégﬁgf
amounted to *8 to- ¢1O per ton. - ’
. WAGES

Wages in the copper belt were not any higher than S h CoTuwbid

hand . mlncrs recelvint frow $3.50 to £4.00 pep-day with bdard fdr an

8- hour day.

Ldbourers recived 43. 30 for a 10-hour dLJ Carpsnters and black-

o

‘L""

sziths about £4.00 to #5. 00 and engineers £5.00 te £5.00 per ﬁay.
Supplies, expensive becudue of inward Pre ignt rates, ere ﬂSO to $6¢
and more por ton. Drifting with hard drills usuully cost about $15 00

per foot taﬁd Serlng ﬁbJUu $30 to OLO per footL

The hand plcked ore shlpments were made beuween 1500 tc 1009

'_3and develomeﬂt work and prod4ct1on went on in the hhwte orse Copper .
| . drsppad,

:: Belt Irom 1215 to 1920, until thepn;ce 01 copper drasticali@%$hut ths

2:pr0dgcigg_m1nes down. o S - ; : i f'
jDﬁffﬁg 1926 to aboat 1029 dPlllTHE was. Uerxormec but the stock
market'crash and the Great D=0r95510n closed n1nlng uo a sttnd Suill

-;% unu1T tﬁé l940s. o :~;: ) . _. L p-‘?}?

| 'Ffom 1946 to 1548 some geouhjs*CAT worh léfencn1ng énd.diamond~r*
 drli1lﬂg commencec again on the old hcrklnrs~—m05tly the thtln Chlel

fﬂldd1e ChlEI Big Ch efl, Ealsrie;and“gueolo1
IIJ'PF‘RTAL NINES - . |

Imnerlal Mines and petdla meltnd was for"ed 1n 1954 and acq41red

,clalms in the copper velt in 16 53, resuming JBWk on old clavma suuh as

- .

'-.the Arctﬂc ChlE; and Big Chiaf.

\ X ) ' . . . -

In 1957 the cozpany's naze was Changsd to Newrlmpériai;ﬁinég;
and mlnlng_began in 1966 on the open-pit Little Chiaf;!followihv & ten--.

——ad .,

year sales agreezent with Suwitomo detal Jln;ﬂz Cownnnv in JﬂD““




Billing weguc in May, L-07, oocdiclos ore Coosntratss W Zrous
N A R AT LG ten e
aoogt 5.9 wililor dollinrs., i oLuhn suleg wers un to

sales value o
| o ", Gt ew o -“'
47 milliom.

ne o , ‘
Lc miles of the Whitenorse Sopper Seit, and milling abocus 2,000 tons

The corpany cuwnes &22 clulinz, sprsad cver. anpsrokluately

per day.

By 1969 millfesed was coiring froz botr the arciic Chief amd Little

Chief open pits. and that ar davelopignit work was‘beihg Cﬂr£¢=hcg
ng

L
]
<
@
O

g
=

on the War Eagle. -also 1p1 rent. uork;whu‘under
Viay .
Due to an extrarely low zetal nrice

e i =
..-rLl LS uras

June, 1971, and _,oomuaﬂ PR
: and Anglo- 138 1
venture hlth Huoson Say Min
This was the beginning of an undergrosnd mix
open pitting.
 Today Whitehorse Copper &%q .5 emolo

residents in the 24-hour per d:

“Today Whitelorse Copperyxxs
fto produce the coppe:r cqucu"riie : ui ol s,p“Cieu 1n 55 ton c“rtdinevs

.

ard shlnped by White Pass & ;lhan Route truc'g, tran

rail 1n ﬁhlteuorse for the 110-nile hasl toifua

ultlmdtely by train to the s.eltsr in Noranda, Cuebec, '
, : R
Hudson Bay ¥ining and Exploration ras been conduciing extenzive

sive sxploration wbrk in the waitehorse Gop

()

and égg
summef, sore of these old- {qo'u pfqurties {éin: ra~examinéﬂ éltn
the léwéf—grade depeulits than on the Lit:lstcéiei {cuEreht;y,aeing
nined.) . SOme of tuc exploration gropertiesiiﬁc;ﬁﬁe {he ﬁa? Edgle,
Valéﬁi;‘ and Bltcb Cab dPBJS.: | )

di.ion worth o7 | copper,

In 1973 Whiuetop:e Copoer groduced £2.6 miil:

_éﬁmpared with #5.1 willion worth in tne Tiest naif of 1474, tnb inoresse

due  Lu hlgn-grade ore this y2ar, #8 w211 zs & gsrsstar psréentate o]
. i

(421
iy




aill recocvery of thne CChaar, And Losprs's o nirtae neratl el whiesh

may not last tco long.

cr

Cuie @Gere opticistic naws . rog wrlienorse Conyer Lines Was tha
- - |

(L
'x
[

arnouncewent of additicnul ove raserves a2t tre sC - L 2nd ‘w2 on.the 1

level of the presentéproﬁucing orebody.
Xeapinxuxnsma

Appreciative of the sniiekoprse Con

residents of ¥Whitehorse--uzs well as =il
mine manugsr Tor Tre past tuo yERrs =i
.sure the mine ksans cueruling.,  arsisziw

miraged the Wellgresn iine

e



70T piller .
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AsSayifeturns are alwayéyexciting.. The assajs give o dellnite metal
cﬁntent'and'value. Sometimes the answer is Pleasantly surprlslng,
sometlmes downrlght great; but often the results are dlé&@pOlnting.
But prospectors are ar opulmistlg group. ‘And often they talh about a“_

mine belore the returns are 1n.

. w. A e T
- - ! o L . . . P

(Hectcr Morrlson dlscovered the Lucky Quﬂen in zhe Keno ar ea on ﬁebruary
. 20; 1920 But he was approachlng 70 years old by the tlme he d Tound

.thE»ve1n. A man who'd lived Frugally on bnd ns and rabbwts alT his 11?8

Norrison suddenly started dressing well, g01ng to dancns wggningl

. oo _ o T .
co1ogne.- -, 1 _ : ' L : SRR S

;i‘f_:}' . ‘ ) Without a fawily and w1th §60 OOO ‘he struck uR arcbfreépondeﬁce

?ff"i?‘ 'wlth,aifrlend Y w1qow—~and marrled her at age 76.

- - vt o o :1 ’

: Grace MacKay was 40 years younger than Norrlson but they maﬁrled

' Bon Seppember 19 1931 Eorrlson s Tirst - marvlage at 70, and thev llved

I'happily ever after Tor 8 years. Then he dled on Chrlstmas Eve 1n 1939, f

"‘gand sheﬁlived happ1ly ever after for 30 years qulte well off flnanciale.




