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Field work in the Bonnet Plume Lake section has just been completed. This 

wor�, in conjunction with that of J.O.Wheeler of the Dominion Geological Survey, 

shows that the ferruginous shales found northwest and west of Bonnet Plume are 

also found at this point. Since finding the impure iron oxide in place on Iron 

Creek near Pinguicula Lake there has been no further discoveries. 

Within the strat�ied sediments there are dark, purplish-red bands 

which taper out and pick up again along strike, and which resemble very much an 

iron oxide when viewed from thecair.In contrast to the ferruginous shales which 

show a brownish-weathered surface, the purplish bands are wholly altered. These 

latter bands have a jaspery appearance but specimens are cut quite easi�y with 
,· a knife. Why the purplish material� -is of this shade throughout, and the ferrug-

inous shale �ltered only on surfa.Ce is not apparent from field evidence. At the 

present time, both Wheeler and I are of the belief that reports of iron horizons 

in the Werne£ke Mts. are based to sSme extent on the purplish-r�d laminations 

described above. However, I have talked recently with Louie Brovm of May·o, who is 
seen 

both a pack-train operator and prospector, and he says that he has �hematite in 

place during the course of his packtrain activities to the northeast. His findings 

seem to be off the track of that which vVheeler and I 11ave seen to date. Would you 

please advise on what basis I might approach Brown vrith a view to examining his 

exposures., 
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�beeler is now working south from Misty Lake toward the Rogue River. His immediate, '' '' 

objective is to establish some granitic intrusives which have been tentatively ident��.ied 

from ti:.te air by Dr.Bostock. Wheeler plans to come out at Felly Crossing, where the Mayo -

\liJhitehorse road cuts the Felly River,not later than Sept. 17th. 

'!he basic sill, reported to be in the vicinity of Bonnet Plume Lake, and also the 

laccolithic forms repe�ed on page 58 of "Physiography of the Canadian Cordillera" 

appear to be unstratified quartzites which weather a dark grey colour. Weathering le�ves 

spire-like columns of the sediment suggestive of columnar jointing. The sections of the · 

Wernecke Mts. covered to date by vVheeler and myself are remarkably free of igneous 

intrusions E!Xcept for the two diorite dikes seen in proximity to Pinguicula Lake. It 

is possible that these mountains represent the missing link between the end of the 

Precambrian and the start of the Paleozoic, which shows as an unconformity in other parts 

of the Shield where the Paleozoic shingles on to the Precambrian. 

Louie Br�v.n has shown me some interesting specimens of argentiferous galena whic� 
he and a syndicate are prospecting about 20 miles northeast of Keno City. The specime�s 

include some massive galena, some "ribbon galena" and some ma.lachite stain which may �e 

derived from freibergite. Two men are currently working the ground with a view to open­

ing up existing exposures. The showing is in the McKay Hill - Beaver River country. I 

propose going in there during the coming week to examine the showing. It will necessitate 

a two-day pack in and two days out.,making it about a five-day trip. Brown also says that 

he has recognized cassiterite in the vein material, but his specimens on hand in Mayo do 

not show this. 

Subsequent to the above trip I believe that a trip to the c::opper showing in· the 

McArthur Range would be warranted. I also plan on liasing with VJheeler at about the time 

that he reaches Fairweather Lake. He is following this course as he wants to loolc at 

a creek Which is reported to contain coarse gold east of the lake(about four days pack­

train time) It is possibly Cache Creek but he did not care to enlarge upon the location 
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O'ther than the four days packtrain time. 

Andre Baranowski, who has been assisti!l..g me in the field, is going to Whiteho�se 

to-morrow, August.
-
9th., to assist Ted Chisho� ·oil some ground that the company ?ot_��-� .. 

in that area. Baranowski is a Haileybury School or Mines graduate, end as Ted re9.11�sted 

some technical assistance in that area for the baJ.ance of the season, I plan on hir� 
.prospector help as required for work in this section, and sending Baranowski to Ted's 

assistance. 

Yours very truly; 

R.W.Baker 


