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Trenching Results - S�tan[,hal Claix,s � Mayo H{ni.ng Districi:, Yukon 

On October 1st, 1962 a limiced trenching progra� was started 

on the Si.anghai cl!:l.i. <'-. T!tese lai:ur., located on. the nort}l side of 

the McQues ter, River near S>an[;hai Creek, had ceen previously mapped 

by Dr. A.E. Abo. This ;Jappi.n.g indicated a nt:L..ther of nort.heas't 

trending vein faults of a similar nature to those found on Galena 

and Keno Hills. The li.thology was alDo sic''tilar anci previous pros-
' 

pecting had disclosed minor silver-lead �ineralization. The purpose 

of the trenching program was to expose �iese ve·n faults and deter­

nine their �ineral possibilities. 

Tte first trench was started ap� roximately 200 feet south­

wect of clai'n posts 1, 2, 3 and L; • .  About 150 feet o£ trench was 

excavated up to a depi::'t of twenty feet. Large boulders and penta­

frost prevented furt1'er excavation. Northwes i.: dipping quartzites 

were expose ' a'·- the e�;;.tre:ne southern en.d of the trench but ot'l:ter­

wise bedrock was not reached. Rounded pebbles and cobbles indi·ated 

the trench was cutting ar.::ross an old strean1 channel. _A s:uall stream 

was cut into the trench to help thaw the penaafrost. It i.s felt 

that by next: su:mner this trench wi 11 be suffL::iently thawed to o;n-

plete. 

The se'Cond trench was located approxih1ately twenty feet 

nor·theast of c: laLn posts 3, 4, 5 and 6, roughly perpendicular to 

the middle vein fault as �napped by Dr. Ai:o. Of tbe 275 feet of 

trench only the southern 50 feet and the northern 130 fee t reached 

bedro•;k.Q PerH1afrost less than two feet below the surface prevented 

reaching any depth in tile middle secti.on. 

The southern 50 f ee t exposed only white to light green 

chloritic schists with no mineral:i.zation. Northwest di.pping yellow 

.to brown and green schists o ccupied the nor·i:hern 60 feet of the 
" 

trench. Con f or.:IJ.ably below this, LtO teet of highly fractured quart-

zites were present. In these quartzites two minor northeas t faults 

were found. An oxici:�ed ::.m"le a few inch.e.:. i.r. width in one of these 

faults showed some copper c:tain. A z.ra�· s ample was as s ayed and gave 



,, 

the following results: 

Au. Ag. Cu. Pb. 

1.10 790.5 10.4 .4 

A north striktng ·�ross fault truncated the quartzites aga:Lnat 

black graphitic shists or: the east. 

Permafrost did not allow trenching at the ma1.n vei.n fault 

hut the exceptional assay froill the oxidized zone in the minor 

.fault in the N.W. side of '.nain zone lends weigh.t to the reasoning 

that strong mineralized vein faults are present on tl� Shanghai 

claims. The fractured and faulted zouesare deeply weathered there-

fore little �ineralization is seen a� the surface althou�h bedrock 

is reasorably well exposed. It i.s rer.;o'r!illended that the trenching 

program be continued and that Ll add:Ltion the geology of the area 

be mapped in detail and a :c.eo.::Le a:lcal pro,:� r am be undertaken. De-

tailed geologic rnappi.rcg combined wit11 a geochem:l a.l survey, its 

emphasis on lead and copper, should loc�te the vein faults mosc 

favourable for trenching. 

October 26, 1962 R.D. Wese;nann, Ceol . Ent,. 
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