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1.1 Indian and Northam Affalres india�nes 
Affelra Canada et d!.l Nord Canada 

Northern Attairs Program 
200 Ranqa Rd. 
Whitlhoral, YUkcn 
YlA 3Yl 

Daoamber 17, 1gg1 

Curraqh Resourc�• Inc. 
117 Induatrial ad. 
Wbit.tl.orea, Yukon 
Y1A. :ZT8 

Dear Kr .  Aeat.'l:, 

IJl/1 tr.o r.,u,., nt/j,.,�• 

5!i10-C8 

Re1 :au• aeview of t.h• lknP:a Valley 'l'ailiqs IJipOWUSIIu.t 
Deaoaai••ioalaa •laD (IRI) .. 4 lbaadoDaent aa;•otl af tb• 
wat•� ••oy�l• aa4 tailiagl �po8itiaa �lan (Kilbo�a) 

I a• writing to provid• you with tb.e Raq1onal Envircn•ental 
Review cammitte• (XERC) aaaeee�ant of the adequacy ot the Down 
Vallay �ailinqa Impounamen� Deco.-iaaicning Plan and the 
•�ndo�nt aspects of the Wat.ar Re�ycle and Ta1linga Deposition 
Plan pursuant to our revi•� under the Envircn�ental Asaaasment 
and aevi•w Procaas Guidaline• Order, 

The R!RC wguld a�ao lik• to thank yo� and �. Jileon for 
atten41n9 the RBRC me•tinq on Navamber 14 to provide an overview 
of the above repo�•· The preeantation waa vary informative, aD 
wee the aneu�ng di•cuasion. 

1. FollOW �p to RKRC discu••icna 

You asked a number of que�t1on• at that meetinq tha� I would like 
ta respond to 1n re9ard to the sta�ua of the EARP review, 
preparation of a joint outline for a camprehen�ive abandonma�t 
plan, timinq of Water Board hMArin9•, and the need �or • meetinq 
between Curragh and Governm�t prier to the YTWB hearinq. 

. The �ERe 11at. on Tuesday, November .iiei and. •9T•ec1 thai: the 
preparation of a joint outline tor a comprehenaive aban�onment 
plan waa a useful approach. However in r•oQgnitian ot the ehart 
tim& !ram• prior to tha hearinq and tho priurity that mu•� �· 
given to tha diacuasion ct the abandonment plans ourrent11 before 
u•, we are not able to COPmit to working with IOU on the ou�line 
prio� to the hearing. work tc prepare a prelim nary outline with 
a rationale, and •oaa key objective& and principles ba•&d upon 
recommendation I 6 in the IN89•001 Amendment Application # � 
EARP •c�eeninv, i; underway and could � one of the eu�jacta of 
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�iacusaion at a meeting between CUrragh an� Government. Zf we •�• 
abla to come to an agreement on the rationale we Jll&¥e �.w,.• to 
table. this With the Yukon Territory water Board at the wan�ary 1� 
publi= haarin;. 1.11 ·�reed. on oacember 13. the •ee� �taxe 
�laoa on �huraday, Daaambar 19 at lO:ooam in the DIAHD boardrocm 
at 200 Ran;o Read. 

Pcatponing the hearing wa• diacuaa.a amongst RERC members and it 
wa• recognia•d that the�e are �nafita to both alternative•, that 
ia, to participate in a hearing in January or wait until the 
March information is ift and diiCUIS it at a later hearing. OUr 
eonclua!Oft, baee4 o� tha information prasantaa prior to December 
1§, lttl, i• that a poatponamant would not altar tha basio EARP 
4eci•ivn on th••• plana. Hcwavar, information reoaivad from 
curra;h on D•c.mber 1C, f�c• DO! eft DacaaDor 17, and infor..ation 
w• underatand will b• available from Curra9h on Cecambar 18 has 
net yat under9ana a revi.w anS it ie not yet olea� whother thl 
RERC will be abl• to fini•h i�• �eview of these new materials 
prior to tha January � 4•&4lina. Although th••• docum.nts �ill 
net alter tha EARP 4aQi•ion, they may place th• Federal 
oovernman� in a poaition gf not having completed BARP prior to 
YTWB dead11ne and tharator havinq to •••k a deferment. 

1tn ragar4 to tn• review o� �e SRK and Xilbgrn plan•, t would 
like to take th�• opportunity �c thank-you tor ycur •ub.i••ions. 
Part �t the revi•w oarr1ed aut to date hae been en the adequacy 
of tne aaeaaament of co&t• and riaks aeaoaiatad with �ailing• and 
pit abandonment. OUr pr•l1minary a•seasaent ia that yc� have b.•n 
very rea1ona�L• Ln yo� ••timat• at e&ilin�e and pit Qloaure 
liability �� have done • tho�augb job in comparing the variou• 
closure alternative• and &tating yo�� rea•ons fo� chooeing option 
number ti VB • 

optiofi rive would appea�, from the intcraation bafo•• ua new, to 
bo an Qnv1ronmantally sound strategy an� the RJRC raoosni••• th• 
merit• of this option. It appears that the �ore tailin9• put into 
tb• pit, and out ot the valley bottom, the �tter. However, RERC 
has i4antifiad aeveral items wbigb are unacceptable •• pra••n�.d 
and wnioh naad to :be addreiilled. �efore a final C!ecieion an th• 
aocapt&Dility or this proposal can be made. Ae noted at .� 
Ncvambar 14; RXRC Eaa�1nq, the EARP DQreeninq reeult �ill likely 
be a l2(d), The XARP acraeninq of the sax and abandonment aep•at� 
of the Kilborn plan has to date idantitied eeven key de�icienoi•Q 
which provide the �atioftala for tha 12(d) determinatio� and are 
a• followel 
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- there is a nee4 for a glear ggmmitm•nt to implement the Down 
Vall•Y Taili�ga �cposal for 4ecommiaeionint of currant 
n.o111t1ea; 
- �ere 11 1nautt1cient information ravide4 on the feasibility 
of option five in reqar4 to tb the it to h 1 
va� treatment impliaatione, Ltm1te4 metallurq oal to•twork, an4 
th= technioal viability of reprooeaeingJ 
- there 1a no finanoial •••urance propceal; 
• the long term water qual1ty o�jactivaa and atandarda tor Roa• 
Creek are unacceptable as proposed; 

? 1- there is no infcn.ation o:n the extent and scheduling of lonq 
. l:� monitorin an4 maintananca of structural taoilitiea; 

- tha implications of the SRK and Xil�rn plana on other aapacta 
of tha abandonDant oomponont��:� alroad.y in licena. are 1'\0t 

. �ddreesed; 
� .A;\� 

- there is no propo1al for a oomprehanaive integ%atad ahanaonmant 
(__.\I'T- J lan. 

��� 
� �- �he key ohjectivea a� �ia ��i�t in OU% RARP �aviaw ara to 

r.quire a aound tailinqa deposition and decoMmieeioninq plan as a 
condition ot licence, �a an•ure tha� a al.ar =�itment ia in 
9l•Q• fr� OUr�aqh towards a tinal decommissioning plan1 an4 to 
ensure that t�rth•r heerinv• will take place in regards to 
financial assurance once the coa� ot �ailin9• ana pit abandonment 
baa been determined. wa voul4 also l�e to put in place a 
mechanism and echedula ta allaw u• to wark toqathar towards an 
acceptable final Faro mina aampl� int•�ated oamprahanaiva 
abancs.onaal'lt. _plan. 

\ In clo•in9, tha EARP screening carried out to date haa �•n o� a 
fairly general natur• and ha• oonean�ated on the necessity of an 
gggaptable tailings depo•ition and daoomaia•ioninw plan rather 
than the �•taila ot what should be in it. Our r•viaw thua far ha• 
ar:l4reaaed the broad. impligatir.ma of your deposition and. 
decommieaion1nq propoaala only an4 we may have ad4it1onal 
co.ment• upon review of reoent intormatian aubaitted. Aa you 
know, tbe tailinqa deposition and decommie81on1ng pl•na eannot be 
looked at 1n isolation from the larger iaaue or «bandonmen� ot 
the Paro mine complex as D whole. A more complete list of 
intorllBtion 
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4e�1c1enc1•• w111 � prepared a• part of the EARP ·�•ning of a 
comprehenaiv• integrated abando�ent plan and aa more into�tion 
�on•• avail&bl•. 

The attacheQ •t•t.a•nt of �•tioienoieB elabo�atea on the DROve. 

I ... 
>I · /  {A 

Lois eraig 1 
Chair . 
Regional Envir ental Review committaa 

e.o A.E.Gan•k• 
URC 

Attaohm•nt: Information Deficianciaa 
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-.vi.. 0� 
Dowa Valley �ailiD�· �Ga.at Deco.ai••ioDiDf •LaD (BRK) 

&Dd 
Wat•� R•GJal• aDd Tailia;• Depoaition Pl&D CKi��) 

Ipfo;aajlop P•Clpiep!ie! 

1 •• Lack ct cammit•ent to implement the Down Valley Tailing• 
proposal fer deccmaissicninq of current facilities. 

rhe information on Abandonment alternatives es provided in the 
SRK report identifies option 5 (reprocessin; 2/3 of the tailin;s, 
placing reprocessed tailinqs 1n pit and coverinq �emainin; 
tailinqa with water) aa tha prafarrad altarnative. Mowever, 
there is no commitment from curragh Resources to indicate that 
th1• prarGrr•d option will b• carriad out until rurthar 
feasibility analysis is concluded. Further, the eeonamic 
viability of the projoet i& h1qhly ;onaitive to �etal ��icaa and 
the �lk oonoantrata qrada, 

Wa nota you hava atatad in tha Watar racyola and Tailin�a 
Deposition plant Chapter 7.0, that R The alternative to 
r•prac•••i� wau14 be to daliver tha r•clai••4 •lurry direat eo 
the Para pi�. Thi• option would r•quir• •valuation if th• 
metallurgical tes� program is unable to generaea a aalaable bulk 
concentrate. In this case the alurry would be pumped directly to 
th• mill tailinqa •Y•t•• and from ther• to the Pare Pit. �· 
timing ot thi• vculd � l••• d•p•nd•nt upon th• atatua of �. 
existinq mine and mill operations.•• If reproceaain; im not 
•canamia ia a modified option five still curra;h•a preferred 
option 1 

option five (4eposition of tailing• in the Faro Pit), given the 
informa�ion befara ua naw, appear• to ba an environmentally sound 
strategy for secure, loni-�•rm �i•pg•al. Raw•v•r, th• 
reprooeas1n9 component is strongly 4eiandent Qn ftetal r•oov•ri•• 
and m•t&l prices, both unknowns at th a time. It should also be 
no�•� that th• Lnt�ity ot the pit and therefore the likelihood 
of requiring f�rth•r mitig•tign ur gantin9anay �eaauraa will net 
be known until th• wat•r r•uohea �eaign lavale. �-� 
intor.•tion deficiencies may ariae out of the hydr�ealg�igal 
worx currently beinq carried out by Envircn•ent canada. 

Tha RERC conl14ers it is unaccepta»le that C�rragh b4e not 
committed to implementation of the DVT flan, nor has Curraqh 
considered •�ing any of these commitments until 2008, the 
propo•ed campletion c! minin; at the •1te. �he plan leave• 1 v� 
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hiqh ri•k •nd uncertai�ty with Qovar.nment bao•u•• of ita 
dependency on mark•� prieaa even upon initiation o� re�oo•••ing 
in zoos. Al�hawgh the RERC ia ple••ed to see an int.rim measure 
propa•ad b1 curragn tc add lime to &Kpoaed tailin9B t.rom 1993 ta 
2008 to min1a1ze oxidation and acid qan�ation, curraqh'B 
commitment to undertake eome p�o�•••iv• meaaurea prior to 2008 
to �•duo• thia risk ( eq, po••iQle partial ta1linge depo•ition in 
pit) will Qe important to Government a1eesament of seourity 
requiramente. In raqueeting aueh a co.-itment Government 
recoqn1a•• that improvement• may be possible or teahnologioal 
ohan�•• ta the plan •ay �• required prior to its iD;l&mentation 
but find• it imperative thllt the ba.sir; ooaitment l:le clearly 
melle. 

It should be noted at this point that the preli�inary review of 
option rive carried cut bi Psx consultant• for Northern Aff&ira 
has indicated that thara s more room available in tho pit than 
indicated by Curragh. The option tharetore of placing additional 
tailinqs in the pit ( i.a. the remainin; 1/3) is still a 
consicl8raeion. 

2. Insufficient ihformation roqa�ding faaaibility of option 
five .. 

Aa limited metallu�qical �••twork has been c•r.ri•a a�t on 
tailinqs material it ia atill an asaumpticn that b� re9rindino 
and floatin� �e•idual metal, values can Q• re�overed.%n aaa•••ing 
th• prapo••l �o recover tha tailinq• tor reproceaain� u•inq 
hydra�onitoring, and to d•poait these tailinqa in t�e raro �it, 
a numbe� of �eation• arise re;ardittq th• taahnoloqy and tha 
viability of implementinq it. 

Althouqh reeea�ch on reproaaaaing is underway there ia no 
aesurance that it i• �aaaihle in tbi& &ituatian. What continqancy 
plana do•• CUrraqh prgpo•e in the •v•nt that reprocess1nq 18 not 
a technically viable option ? Cgntin�ency plans vith •••ociated 
co•t• •hould b• p�epare� tor both �eprooe��in9 and final tailings 
Clapo•iti�n. 

lt hydro-monitDrin� i• only possible seasonally, and reprooe811nq 
will only ggg�r wh•n the market tor bulk leaafminc concentrate 
•xi•t•, what are the lonq term implicat1on• of many mill start-up 
1 shut-4ovn. 4urin; the course ot -��onment ? 

a. security -there 11 no financial assurance proposal. 

The �overnaent cf canmda has the re1ponaibility cr en•urinq that 
the mi�e aoaplex aoe1 not beca.me a pUblic liability in the 
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in�•�� c� upcn �iha1 olcaur•· What ia CUrra9h'• prcpoaal �o� 
r!nancial •••uranoe ? �e riak aaaociated with C�•�h'• 
decommi881oni� plana will ba cna factor taken into •��t by 
the GOva�nmant of Canada in ••••••ing financial aeeuranca 
�·�i�•manta. 

4, Wate� quality QbjaQtiv•• for Ro•• Cre•k 

Gov�ent doe• not sup�ort curraqh'l 10n9 term objectiVe fo� 
Roae cre.x water quAlity. curraqh ham atated that; 

• The obje�ive for reQeivinq water �l!ty will be to 
ensure that the ex1st1nq water quality or Roaa Craa� is 
maintained at it•s current &tate or improved after 
dacammi•aioning.n 

YrG Renewable Resources has stated that tha Ionq term objaativa 
ahoUld ha the CCREM guidelines for maintananca of water quality 
tor p�otaation or freshwater aquatic life pen41nq naturally 
ooourrin� baokqround lovela. oro haa stated that the long term 
objaative abauld aa tha long ter.m �aintana�ce of the water 
quality of Rose Creak dDWnatream of tha fra•hwatar r•••rvoir to 
ensure that the aquatic productivity of the creek is �eato�ed to 
and maintained a� tha pre-mina l•vala. The S•lkirk First Nation 
similarly wants a ratarn to pre-mine condition.. North•rn Affair• 
ia ati1l in diacuaaiona with Qovernm•nt aq•nciea an what th• lon9 
t•r.m ab�eativ•• •haQld c• and wa�l4 hap• by Jan�ary third to have a Pederal position on this. 

e. K6nitoring and Maintenance 

In tb• aba•nc• a� a camprah•nsive abandonment p1an it ie not 
possible to identity either the extent or ecbedulinq cf lonq term 
Monitoring or ma�ntenana•. Aa part of tha ra�iona1a th• aampany 
ahould atata tha prime objective of the monitorin9 and 
Maintenance plan for the CVT in ralat�on to tha overall objective 
of th• &ban�onm•nt plan. 

6. Existing Abandonment Plane 

Information should be provi4oa on other a1peota ot the 
a»andonment comionente already in licence ae modi�ied by the 
provision• and mplications of the �ilborn and sax plan•. 

1. Heed for a comprehensive abandonment plan 

It is not po1aible ta properly evaluate the environmental impacts 
of tailing& aban�onnent in the absenee of an integrate� 
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ocmprahen•iva abanclonment plan. Althcuc:Jh •Qlll• c:oaponenta ara in 
place, lack of an int•�•t•4 plan aoe& not allow ua to a4equately 
•••••• ov•�•ll t.paot Qr overall mitigation ot iapaota. 
Completion and implementation ot an inte,rated and goaprehensive 
daoomm1aa1on1ng plan tor the Faro mineaite mati•raotory to 
GQvernm•nt will be an � reco-.endation. 

with the preaent information, iapacta en Ro•e creek can not be 
adequately aeeeesad. Further intoraation is require« on 
contaminant input. to the syatltlll auch •• load·inq• tram waste 
dUIIP• anCI other elements cf the site. InfQriDation that links 
atructuraa with eite �omponanta is necessary tc predict 
4own•tr•am impacts and water quality. The plan must meet the 
objective ot protectin9 Roaa{Anvil creek t1sh resouroaa and 
habitat ovar the long term. oro has stated that w tho plan •ust 
uet the objective ot the 10� tarm. ma!ntananaa oC the wato� 
quality ot 110se craax to mu1ura that the aquat1o �aductivity or 
Roaa craak ia rastorBd to and �1ntained at pra-n1n• levelsn. 

In tha interim we would intend to work with fOU in id�tifyinq 
tho rationale, ob�aoti�aa and avantually an outline of a w�kplan 
for a aompraha�aiva integrated abandonment plan. � n•w 
informatioft is torthoomiftg aftd pcliey develop• we will ha bett•r 
abl• to work with you. toward• thb. 
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