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years ago� when we were casting about for coal areas, some\'Jhere in 
the proximity of the Grum deposit, we selected the coal area Big 
Salmon in preference to the coal area at Ross River� largely because 
of the fact that the former had occct'!rences of bituminous coal, 

latter was classed at lignite. 

In conversations with Fred Chow, and Dirk Templemann-K1u1tt, 
I get impression that the coal in the road cut two miles south-
vilest of Ross River� has more of the appearance of bitum·inous, or 
sub-bituminous, coal rather than a lignite. that as it may� 
coal is certainly well-situated, is about 1.5 metres thick, and di 
about 150 to the southeast. 

Apart from some hand trenching, very little work to have 
done trace the coal. Certainly there is almost nothing in the 
1 iterature. The only information we have able find ·is one 
paragraph written by Milner and Craig in 1973 which reads as lm11s:-

I G D 11 Ross River 58 north, 1320 33 

of a seam 5 ft. thick in an area 

half a mile a granite pebble conglomerate -
shale repetitive sequence which dips south under the 
a nrile south of Ross River. The c.n·e a 
roughly • above the Pelly River.�� 

There 1 s a occurrence on the R 'ive1", 1 
metres southwest of the exposure, and ·is 
follO'!tJS :-

The Lapie River occurrence descri 
(61° 57' north, 1320 37' �\lest ) � consists 
coal in ft. of Pliocene conrJ1 
shale \'llhere the Lapie River enters the southern margin 

Tintina Valley." 

Recent mapping by lremplemann-Kluitt, indicates that the Tertiary basin 
in which the coal occurs, has been sliced into north-westerly trending 
strips and down-faulted against older carboniferous Permian rocks. In 
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consequence, the maximum strike range of the coal in a north-easterly 
direction would be about 2v000 metres. This is true of both occurrences. 

We could obtain an exploration licence for the coal occurrences on the 
Highway by application to Ottawa� and the payment of $2,264.00, or 5¢ 
per acre for the first year. The area involved is approximately 64 square 
miles, or 42,280 acres. Before doing this, however$ I would like to 
feel that it is worthwhile. I would have Fred Cho�J spend a day loold 

this occurrence - if I can reach him on the radio telephone, but 
recently he has been incommunicado. Also, there is a GSC geologist� 
by the name of Dare1 long, who is looking at coal occurrences in the 
Y. T., and it t'liould be interest·ing if either Fred, or I, could meet him 
while he is in Ross River. According to Templeman-Kluitt, he is going 

be there at the end of this month, and will be around for about a week. 

Hopefully� I will be able to finalize the Carlos-Harr·is option, 1 
in a verbal manner, by June 30, and I will then head for Ross River, look 
at coal, and have a visit with Fred and Alex. If we can establish 
the 1 ikel ihood of continuity for the coal seam, if ca'1 ibr•e 
the coal is not too , then we should consider 
exp "I oration 1 i cence. 
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