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�). i-\�li"iJU;·.iCE>iE:-i-! J.F T;�� i·l"ClU�JT ·s;< U>-�UI-�.1 CC�D · - S.l LVE:�. 
DEPOSIT ! /l THE \o/HE/.TO�J RIVER AP.�i; SCUTWI:.S 1 Or 
HH I Tt H 0 R � i::. • l h e m 1 n e r r. J i z 2 � 1 o n 1 s a s t e e p 1 y 
dipping Bonanza vei:1 system h os ted in flat andesite 
lava· flm·Js anc! irterbedded tu�fs. Vein ·.-;icths up 
to several metres are encountered. The veins are 
virtually sulphide free and cons ist of white to 
col ourl ess quartz c.nd carbor:ate. Some 'minor dis­
seminated pytite occurs in the \'Jall rocks that is 
probably an a lter a tion formed early in the hydro-· 
thermal system. Textures are interesting and 
consist of styrofoam-1 ike quaJ�tz-carbonate and also 
coarse·bladed spinifex-like calcite with quartz as 
an interstitial filling. Chalcedony breccia occurs 
locally 'i n a parallel vein syster.�. · This is a 
stFeam sediment geochemical find! The deposit is 
of high prospecting significanc::- b e cau s e nm·1 
sulphide-free, quartz-carbonate vein systems can be 
l ook ed at more seriously a nci the a rea ivher,e they 
may occur is the large Y'Jl<on Crystal'iine Terran:? 
and I ns ul ;u Belt. Only an assay will tell on2 
\·th2ther or not precious lil2t:Jl s are pl�esent. Strear;·, 
s�di_me-nt . . geochemistry 2hcl ��oc�:-)�:--1oc�<ing pto.sp.ectirl� 
ar·e the r.E-:i n. �1�-tt-lrJ(:: th�.--� c--0-1I! �: i�-}�.t::: .s u c: c �� s ·s - �. 

lhe � ... :r-::::.:;-�.o.r1 -�·-·ivr::·--- Jre g�n-eraT'J:,.: i�a?. s2:n a -su:��r:: 
by ptivJ�-" p;·ospectors und junior mining companies 
to co\1:2r an ·· knO\·In precious metal sho'·Ji;lgs and 
prospect for nev1 one s . SH,!1X\-IAK EXPLOR/\TIO:·! is plan­
ning to reh2bilitate the underground vtor:<ings at 
the hioh orade U.LLY-HO !line v1r1ich produced a lir:iit­
ed t o;na g·e in 1929. They are also pl::nning to 
drill ne':J shm-tings found north of the ;!heaton R·ive)' 
in the GOLD HILL t!rea. 

N·e.arb.Y .to the sout\1ea_st, ·u}J I TE D  KE>JO HILL f:iiJ.!ES ar.e 
con du cting 2 major unfierground d_rift explorution 
program along with surface ·diamond dri�ling on 
their VGJUS gold-silver mine. This bonanza vein 
system is hosted in andesitic hostrocks similar in 
age to those at t·10UNT SKUKUi1. 
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2) INTHISITY OF GEOLOGICAL �.JORK IN THE KLO�IDIKE AREA 
ARCHER CATHRO AND ASSOCIATES, DAWSON ELDORADO, MARK 
MANAGEMENT and UNI TED KENO HILL ,MINES all actively 
explored for lode gold in the Klondike this year­
albeit all with different models for occurrence 
of the gold. Over 2000 new quartz claims \'/ere· 
staked and the information that is going to result 
from them once they are investigated vtill help 
unravel the story of 'dhere the gal d came from and 
\vhere more of it may be. This industry interest 
is complemented by ongoing DIAND geological investi­
gati ons into both the bedrock and overlying 
gravels. 

3) COHTHJUED DEVELOPt1DH AT r1/\CTUNG 
Underground bulk s ampling program (200 tons ) anct 
rehabilitation of workings coupled with limited 
surface development formed the main thrust of 
AMAX1 S work in 1984 at the MACTUNG skarn tungsten 
deposit in the -�1acr'1illan Pass area. By itself, the 
work is not that significant, but what it does mean 
is c ontinued serious interest by M�AX regarding the 
feasi bi 1 ity of bringing the deposit on stream. 

4) DAHSml RMIGE 
Epitherma l precious metal mineralization \•las the 
target of many efforts in the Dav1son Range. North.­
west of t•1ount Nansen on the J BILL claims, GORDON 
DIXOH uncovered a silica-rich, sulphide-po,or 
argentiferous vein S\·larm in Late Cretaceous 
porphyritic rhyolite (probably extrusive). �1uch 
argillic alteration and internal vei n brecciation 
is present. Ho work v1as done on the i·�ount �.Jansen 
properties (HUESTIS, 1•/EBBER, BROWl-t1COP..DE). 

The vein system on Prospector i"lountain v1as further 
investigated by diamond drilling for CHEVRON in a 

program managed by l\RCHER-CATHRO MID ASSOCIATES. 
Results �·1ere ·not encou ;agi ng. �learby at HAYES 

CRE EK , T01'1BILL RESOURCES initiated a dri l l prograr.1 
late in the season into their gold-silver vei n 
syster.1. The quartz veins are hosted in cry stal li ne 
country rocks next an intrusive rh yo l ite porphyry 
plug .. Tell uride minerals have been reco vered in an 
adjacent placer deposit. 

The KLAZMJ property was trenched by ARCHER Cfi.THRO 
for CHEVRmJ. Argillically altered rhyolite 
porphyry dykes ca r ry disseminated pyrite and low 
gold values. 

SHAK \4AK EXPLORATI OU diamond clril l e d the REVENUE 
CREEK property a lens . of intrusive rhy o 1 ite 
breccia locally v1ith massive sulphide matrix. 
Pyrite, · chalcoprite and scheelite are present and 
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the breccia carries values in gold, silver; copper 
and tungsten. No work was conducted on the LAFORMA 
or TINTA HILL properties. 

r1ost of the precious metal mineralization in the 
Dawson R ange is associated with the Late Cretaceous 
to Early Tertiary backbone of hypabyssal rhyolite 
plugs that trend north\'iesterly from Freegol d 
�1ountain to Casino. Th.is area presumably was the 
site of much geothermal activity 60 to 70 million 
years ago and·the alteration, .. mineralization and 
vein systems were probably formed as a natural part 
of the local geothermal processes� Visual prospect­
ing .and stream sediment geochemical surveys are 
the most successful methods used to locate showings 
of this type. 

5) KENO HILL AREA 
UNITED KU!O HILL i�INES been operating at a mining 
rate of about 270 tonnes per day. Recently, through 
an offering of exploration shares, they have funded 
several nevi exploration efforts including under­
ground exploration on the SILVER KING v ein and 

·five adits on gold veins at nearby Mount Hinton. 
�Jormal mining of the HUSKY vein has disclosed a 
relatively rare kind of mineralization in the camp ­
ie quartz veins with no carbonate .and very little 
sulphide (minor pyrite and acanthite), but v·lith 
economic amounts of silver. This recent discovery 
a 1 eng a vein system that has been exp 1 oi ted for 
over 15 years augurs \'/ell for future discover.ies in 
this.�resent exploration progra�. 

5) KETZA RIV ER i\RL�., PELLY r•10UNTl\H!S 
Aur1rerous massive sulohides occur at the �;;estern ' . 
headwaters of Ketza River hosted in Lower Cambrian 
limestone. vlorking on an option from com/EST, 
CANM�AX conducted P-Xtensi ve ·property 'dOrk and 
diamond· dril led the shc•.-1ings. Recently� they 
an nounced a new figure at mor� than double· the 
previously estimated reserves of 157,000 tonnes of 
9.6 g/t Au. The? massive sulphides consist of 
pyriie, arsenopyrite �nd

' 
chalcopyrite and along 

with quartz and cal cite, replace the limestone. 
They probably bear some .. zonal relationship vtith 
the nearby argentiferous OXO massive sulphide in 
1 imestone and the si 1 ver- lead veins of Iml.A. SILVER 
14INES. This si gni fi cant property ·has .... been k no·fin 
for quite a while (last drilled in 1960) and it is 
well exposed, yet this summer1s v;ork has re.sulted 
in almost a doubling of res�rves. 

7) RANCHERIA AREA . . . 
The • tHDV.!AY property in northernmost BC has sparked 
much interest in silver-lead vein, replacement· and 
breccia mineralization in adjacent Yukon - recent 
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esLmated reserves are 4.9 million tonnes of 390 
1 g/t Ag, 6.36% Pb and 12.3% Zn. Butler �1ountain 

continued dri 1 1  i ng their targets on the LORD 
property and REGIONAL RESOURCES optioned the 

. i'1EISTER, BL UE MID LOGAN claim groups to GETTY 
CANADIAN METALS LIMITED who conducted geophysi ca 1 
and geochemi�al surveys. 

8) SEKULMUN LAKE 
An exciting discovery was made west of Sekulmun 
Lake (west of ,l\ishihik) by HUDSON BAY \'/Or!dng on ah 
option from CANADIAN OCCIDENTAL PETROLEUM at 
Thatchell Creek. Previous trenching on a molybdenum 
geochemi ca 1 anomaly revea 1 ed an auriferous quartz 
vein. This years's work .sho'tJS. several quartz - lo.v1 
sulphide veins hosted in a hornfels zone above a 
molybdenite - mineralized leucogranite plug. The 
intrusive is probably Late Cretaceous to Early 
Terti a ry and coeval v1ith extrusive rhyo 1 i te domes 

! and ash flows that occur in the area. Potent:ial 
for epitherma 1 mi nera li zati on in this setting is 
high. 

9) SHALE- HOSTED LEAD-ZIHC-SILVER 
Little. continued exploration effort vJas spent in 
the search for lead - zinc. At �1acmillan Pass, 
COmNCO drilled the NIDD claims and in the Fr·ances 
Lake Aree, the FIN claims. GETTY drilled the 

. CLEJ.I.R LAKE deposit in the spring . 

. CYPRUS ANVIL engaged in a ',vaste stripping program 
jointly financed by OO�:!E and· the FEDERAL 
GOVERNNENT. Some exp 1 oratory dri 1 1  i ng in vicinity 
of the FARO open pit was successful in adding to 
the existing reserves of 25.2 million tonnes. 

10) S�'1ALL SCALE ��HlES ·. 

High grading of several Ag�Pb veins continued at 
Keno . Hi 11 (Sf>.DI E-LAOUE by ARCfER-CATHRO 2nd r·10U�!T 
;<ENO r!INE. by SPRHIG�·:OU�JT OPERATHJG COHP;.VlY) and at 

. the PU\1,\ property .. by Di'i\·ISON. ELDORADO. 

11) PLACER �1HIH!G r10DERATEL Y DOi-m. 
Placer mining was moderately dmvn from 1983 when 
royalties were paid on 2.3 million gramsof gold. 
This lesser activity ',vas generally ascr i bed to the 
lower price of gold. 


