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ARCHER, CATHRO & ASSOCIATES L TO. 
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P.O. Box 1051 

WHITEHORSE 

Ausust 6, 1966 
013839 

Dear Aaro, 

Enclosed are three copies of our ogress report an1 

estimate of expenditures on the irclough Project. 

The area covered by Stan to date CJnsists of cold meta-

morphic roc warped into large folds. Dins are zenerally 

high and exposure is excellent. The predominant rock-t~rpes 

are phyllitic sc ts, shale, quartzite, e.nd coarse gre}"l:racke. 

Disseminated pyrite is co~~on and minor amounts of copper 

stain were seen in a few scattered loc ities. No intrusives 

or flows have been found to date. ~ocks encountered during 

my traverse to the Cantung Road ~ere similar to t~ose described 

above. 

Stan is somewhat d courased now at this lack of success 

to date., which is only na':.ural for someone who is conscientious 

and thrifty. I talked with him at len-th durine our Cantung 

trip and feel that we have been looking too north. Stan 

has a map in Ross River th him showin~ the traverses marte to 

date and he can show you Nhere '·'e planned to move him. s 

intention was to try to retrace his eps over the divide from 

t headwaters of the ezyu into the headwaters of Hyland 

and try, in that 'Yvay, to find the route he followed to Memory 

Lake. 

The G.S.C. has been mapp this general area of the Yukon 
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this sum.'1ler and one ap;;roc~ch na~r to investirrate intr11sjve 

areas or belts shown on thPir l"'l.B'fl'3 t:~e:r arr rcle S<'ri. 

The intrusive Stan found •:~as s.bout a mile lon--; on a hill or 

rid--e several :1iles lon~ an---1 there 1,rere probably oth8r 

intrusives in the same area. 2econ~Risance ~eochen is 

certainl~T feA.sible for t~-:is nro::rram but h8lic;:-'ter Pnses 

Yo~rs very tr·1ly, 

:t.J. Cathro 
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Stan Fairclough fle\'l to TNhitehorse from Vancouver 

on July 4 and completed plans and briefing ,.,rith Al Archer 

the same day. The followin~ day he flew to Pontoon Lake, 

(24 miles WN of Ross River settlement) in a Super-cup on 

charter from Coast Range Air1.vays, Atlin, piloted by Doug 

Moore. He v-ms met at Pontoon by the writer who completed 

last minute arrangements with him. 

Commencing in the evening of July 5, a systematic 

search was started of the region east and south of Ross 

River settlement. The object of the search was the three 

lakes \V"hich Fairclough recalled as lying en echelon, about 

8 miles long each and with a distinctive shoreline feature 

on the middle lake. Some 12 hours had been fl:)wn in this 

fashion, encompassing parts of the Quiet Lake, >lolf Lake, 

Frances Lake & Finlayson Lake sheets, when the. three lakes 

were conclusively loca~ed on the morning of July 7. 

The three s in question turned out to be, from east 

to west, (the original traverse directions) Tustles, Tillei 

and Me Pherson, in the north'.-rest corner of the Frances Lake 

sheet, l05H. Fairclough was able to recognize the drop-off 

point on Me Pherson Lake and a few prominent landmarks in 

between. The original traverse had consisted of two large 

loops with the centre point, 1vhere Fairclough and his partner 

met overnight, about 3 to 4 miles up the valley above Tillei 

Lake. The' last l~op, on which the sho'·:ing was found, thus 

lay within a loop having a maximum curcumference of about 35 
o-"' miles (3 days travel forAex~erienced traveller of 23, travelling 

light). This placed t target area somewhere in the vast 
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highland, most of it above 5000 feet elevation, ''lhich is 

in the Lec:Qn Kountain Range and is bisected by the Yukon-

N.:l.T. boundary. It lies in the Nahanni sheet, l05J 

between the headwaters of Y~sezyU and Hyland rivers, which 

flov-r south to join the Liard, the ','ood side, :·rhich flo"'V'TS v 
west to join the Felly, and the headwaters of South Nahanni 

River. 

Due to the relative inaccesability of the area from 

present aircraft bases, it '.'las obvious that the bu 1 ..... et Nould 

soon be ~xceeded in aircraft ch&r and Messrs. Chisholm and 

Aho were contacted for approval to proceed • 

. ~ routine inspection on the Super Cub was novr due and 

when it returned on the evenin~ of July 8 I accomp&nied it 

fron '.Tnitehorse. The followin:::; day, base camp vras estab-

lished on the nearest suitaole site, a lake about one ~ile 

low~ straddlin(: the boundary bet'reen ti:e Frances -::,ake and 

Nahanni sheets and just east of YusezyU River. Tt-.is lake, 

'·lhich was q;i ven the name !•Iemor:;r Lake, al~ost 10~ miles 

due east of ~oss River. Camp equipment and a student assistant, 

Jim IlcPherson, were sunplied by Archer, Cathro & Assoc. Ltd., 

and a visit ~c::de to Iv:enory Lake bv the '.•rriter in the Super-Cub 

on July 9. A s cache and most of the camp equip~Ant w2s 

trucked from Ross River to the east end of Finlayson Lake. 

July 10 and ll were spent in grid flyinr the tar;et ares in 

an unsuccessful attempt to loc?te the shry:ing. 

It iHas then decided to be:::;in a prosra.~l c.>:· '!,round traverses 

from fly ca::1ps 11l:ic> viOuld be serviced b:r f:elicDpter from !loss 

River. The Super-Cub returned to ·:::ite:.orse on the morning; of 
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July 12, havin: flown a total of )$ hours, 20 ninutes, 

and on the morn in;'; of Jul:r 14, th8 '.'rri ter ~1oved 3 'ir'.ll"'\S 

of av:::;as e.n~ groceries to I-ie. ~or:· L2 k8 vie G. H.:.. Beaver, 

:?i ~.o ted b:r Lloyd Ryder. ..\ ret urri tri n ':ras made the sar:1e 

evening w:i th ti~e Atl2s helicop"'::",er an-: the ca.tp :nove com-

nleted. Unfortunately, a fast develc>nin':; t~.un1erstor::1 c;nr-1 

near iarkness ryreventad an~· :eolo~ica: reconnaisance. 

~-!r. :.rc::.er next visi::.erl t:-:e 2reP., e.·:aj_1 ·rit> t>~ Atlas 

helic:)~ter, ')n Jui.~· 20. Findin_; tl-~&t 'c:.irc:~o t·: ···2d been 

upl.;-~:J.d. It was i·n.,..,ossi";)1e to dCJ Pn:· -~eolo~\~' on t';is trip, 

as '·rell, cue t') a -ener: tor failure on the hel iconter "r.ich 

~ftor cCJnsider2ble ~iffic~lt:• in obtaini~~ a hel~cor~er, 

I fle~-r to tl:e c:::ea a·:a~n on July 28, in 2 H*-ller l2(on CT"1trCJc~ 

to :Torth La:~e .. :jnes, ~1i2_oteci o:• :?red. Le2ch. 

still uns•J.ccessf·ll r.n;:l_ I deci:-1e:l. t) 

a ·~o9san near r.:e::1or:r Lal.:e before fJ :·in.r:; over to c'r-ec:<: on 

Fa~rclough's new location. A len~~hy searc~ rev~ele~ t~at 

Fairclo~~t hrd ~ade a navi~ational error and ha~ c~~ned in 

a valle:· :ive :'liles nort:".eas~ o: thP >::rCJ'"'er 1.oc-::.ti.o:1. In 

·.·ras injured anl it '•.'f,s ~leci'i"'d t::e fol:o·rin...:· ·::ornin,~, a:Cter 
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aircraft. I'> is •,;as acco:":.'J ,_:Lshe··l 'T 1-:. e.:! J:: J~1ly 3 · but 

lie ~er ~ad been s~ot~ b:r Klonrl.ixe 

::elcio"ters' C!essna HsO. 

:;s ~Ever b:- road 

on tte evenin: of July 30 2nd 

tr<' n:::; 'Ort;:: tj.on bac ': to ":is ca;np ·:hen instructi 1ns •·rere 

received fro' Chishctl on .'.u -ust 3 to -:-lisc:>::t~:-Jue the 

shortly. 

::tes~ectivel~r su'; :itt 
~, . 
. ' . 



July 4- AU'"USt lt-, 1966 

Fairclou ·~h- Vanc:mver-'.lhi tO'? horse return. 

Reconnaisance- Su~er-Cub 

C:anp supply, : J.sc. l'r& vel-

.3eaver & 180. 

S'JPPLT.!~S -----
H.v:;as- 6 dru;Js 

Car:tp rental 

Groceries 

Rariio exDe~itin~ ' . -'' mrps. 

1oon and board- Ross Jiver, Pontoon Lake, 

:'h'.::.ier.orse. 

'J,.G ~s Po ~·"'<. 1'1 , . 
4'•~ )lJJ~;~: F.:~;23 \.·J .L-' ':.\..1 :1 

s. ?e irclou,~h- 1 ::~onth. 

J. HcPher3o:1- 27 iays salary & 50%. ) 
) 

P. 7urnder- 2 days ' salary & 50;i. ) 

11.. Lrcher- l'.days :~:aoo.oo 

R. C:a t ~iro- };:;days l 100.00 

Sub-total-

Prior to July l~. 

·rravel expenses, prof<.:::ssional fees .. 

Grcind total-

'. . 
P:'.QJ-;:CT 

·:150. 00 

1300.00 

'250.00 

200.00 

75.00 

500.00 

50.00 

200.00 ---

600.00 

600,.00 

150.00 

350 .. 00 

)3825. 00 

1025.00 

1700.00 

6550.00 

~-17 .00 -·--
·::~6957. 00 
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Stan Fairclough flew to Yfuitehorse from Vancouver 

on July 4 and completed plans and briefing with Al Archer 

the same day. The following day he flew to Pontoon Lake, 

(24 miles NW of Ross River settlement) in a Super-cub on 

charter from Coast Range Airways, Atlin, piloted by Doug 

Moore. He was met at Pontoon by the writer who completed 

last minute arrangements with him. 

Commencing in the evening of July 5, a systematic 

search was started of the region east and south of Ross 

River settlement. The object of the search was the three 

lakes which Fairclough recall~d as lying en echelan, about 

g miles long each and with a distinctive shoreline feature 

on the middle lake. Some 12 hours had been flown in this 

fashion, encompassing parts of the Quiet La.ke, Wolf Lake, 

Frances Lake & Finlayson Lake sheets, when the· three lakes 

were conclusively located on the morning of July 7. 
The three lakes in question turned out to be, from east 

to west, (the original traverse directions) Tustles, Tillei 

and Me Pherson, in the northwest corner of the Frances Lake 

sheet, 105H. Fairclough was able to recognize the drop-off 

point on I~Ic Pherson Lake and a few prominent landmarks in 

between. The original traverse had consisted of two large 

loops with the centre point, where Fairclough and his partner 

met overnight, about 3 to 4 miles up the valley above Tillei 

Lake. The last 14op, on which the showing was found, thus 

~-lay within a loop having a maximum curcumference of about 35 

miles (3 days travel for experienced traveller of 23, travelling 

light). This placed the target area some\there in the vast 
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highland, most of it above 5000 feet elevation, which is 

in the Logan Mountain Range and is bisected by the Yukon­

N.W.T. boundary. It lies in the Nahanni sheet, 105J 

between the headwaters of Yusezy~ and Hyland rivers, which 

flow south to join the Liard, the Wood side, which flows 
"'--' 

west to join the Pelly, and the headwaters of South Nahanni 

River. 

Due to the relative inaccesability of the area from 

present aircraft bases, it was obvious that the budget would 

soon be exceeded in aircraft charge and Messrs. Chisholm and 

Aho were contacted for approval to proceed. 

A routine inspection on the Super Cub was now due and 

when it returned on the evening of July 8 I accompanied it 

from rfuitehorse. The following day, base camp was estab­

lished on the nearest suitable site, a· lake about one mile 

long straddling the boundary between the Frances Lake and 

Nahanni sheets and just east of Yusezy~River. This lake, 

which was given the name Memory Lake, is almost 100 miles 

due east of Ross River. Camp equipment and a student assistant, 

Jim McPherson, were supplied by Archer, Cathro & Assoc. Ltd., 

and a visit~ade to Memory Lake by the writer in the Super-Cub 

on July 9. A gas cache and most of the camp equipment was 

trucked from Ross River to the east end of Finlayson Lake. 

July 10 and 11 were spent in grid flying the target area in 

an unsuccessful attempt to locate the showing. 

It was then decided to begin a program of ground traverses 

from fly camps which would be serviced by helicopter from Ross 

River. The Super-Cub returned to Whitehorse on the morning of 
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July 12, having flown a total of JB hours, 20 minutes, 

and on the morning of July 14, the writer moved 3 drums 

of avgas and groceri~s to Memory Lake via G.N.A. Beaver' 

piloted by Lloyd Ryder, A return trip was made the same 

evening with the Atlas helicopter and the camp move com­

pleted. Unfortunately, a fast developing thunderstorm and 

near darkness prevented any geological reconnaisance. 

~~. Archer next visited the area, again with the Atlas 

helicopter, on July 20. Finding that Fairclough had been 

unsuccessful, he moved him to another small lake on the 

upland. It was impossible to do any geology on this trip, 

as well, due to a generator failure on the helicopter which 

made it impossible to stop the engine. 

After considerable difficulty in obtaining a helicopter, 

I flew to the area again on July 28, in a H.ller 12ton contract 

to North Lake Mines, piloted by Fred Leach. Fairclough was 

still unsuccessful and I decided to move him into the upper 

Hyland River valley for one last try, Following the camp move 

I decided to do a little reconnaisance flying and examine 

a goesan near Memory Lake before flying over to check on 

Faircloughts new location. A lengthy search revealed that 

Fairclough had made a navifational error and had camped in 

a valley five miles northeast of the proper location. In 

attempting to move him again to the chosen spot, the hel­

icopter suffered tail ro.tor and tail boom damage. Nobody 

was injured and it was decided the following morning, after 
I 

radio communication had been unsuccessful and in continuing 

poor weather, that Fairclough and I would walk to the Cantung 

Road, 20 miles east, and direct search planes to the downed 
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aircraft. This was accomplished by 10 am on July )0 but 

by this time the helicopter had been spotted by Klondike 

Helciopters 1 Cessna 180. 

Fairclough and I made our way to Ross River by road 

on the evening of July )0 and Fairclough was awaiting 

transportation back to his camp when instructions were 

received from Chisho~on August 3 to discontinue the 

project. McPherson and the camp were recovered by helicopter 

on August 5. 

A map of the area and traverses walked will be forwarded 

shortly.· 

Respectively submitted, 

ARCHER, CATHRO & ASSOCIATES LTD. 

RJC:ps 
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ESTIMl.TED EXPENIJlTURES-· FAIRG10t1GH PROJECT 

July 4- August 4, 1966 

TRANSPORTATION 

Fairclough- Vancouver-Whitehorse return. · 

Reconnaisance- Super-Cub 

Camp supply, Misc. Travel-

Beaver &. 180. 

SUPPLIES 

Avgas- 6 drums 

Camp rental 

Groceries 

Radio, expediting, maps. 

Room and board- Ross River, Pontoon Lake, 

Whtiehorse. 

WAGES & PROFESSIONAL FEES 

s. Fairclough- 1 month. 

J. McPherson- 27 days @salary&. 50%.) 

P. Turnder- 2 days @ salary &. 50%.f 

A. Archer- lidays @ $100.00 

R. Cathro- J2days @ 100.00 

Sub-total-

Prior to July 4. 

Travel expenses, professional fees. 

Grand total-

$150.00 

1300.00 

250.00 

200.00 

75.00 

500.00 

50.00 

200.00 

600.00 

6oo.oo 

150.00 

350.00 

$3825.00 

1025.00 

1700.00 

6550.00 

417.00 

$6967.00 


	

