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Jan S, 1998

Flon Frie Fah-g]qush

Minister of Rencwable Resources
Government of Yukon

P.O. Box 2703

Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 2C6

Dear Minister Fairclough

Rg: Development of Yinkon Protected Areay Strufeyy

Alter meeting with representatives of business organizations, the Yukon Chamber of Commerce wishes to
tormally submit this letter of concern regarding the development of a Yukon Protected Arcas Strategy. As
one of the Yukon Protected Arcas Stiategy Advisory Committee (YPASAC) members, we regret thst this
submission conld not be made carlicr, but the tinelines sct for this strategy 1o be put into ¢ lacc is ope of our
concerns,

We acknowledge the purpuse ol the YPASAC is to advise the intsrgovermmental YI'AS Steering
Committee on issues relating to the principles und development ofa YPAS. It is expecicd hat commitice
members will keep their respective vrganizations informed of the key issues and items discussed during
YPASAC meetings,

1. Overall, we arc concerned that therc is no clear process in place over the long teqin. A
commitment to key steps would strive Lo keep all partics on track during the developmeznt of the
stuategy, irrespective of political changes at all levels of government. ‘he groundwork: or parameters
for establishing a steategy that fairly reflects all interest groups is not fully defined.

2. The concept of interim protected areas is a major concern. Although most people v'nderstand the
need, the definition and application of interim protected areas has not yet been established. For
example, when an area is deemed to be under interim protection, there are no guidelinss in place to
madity or reduce the area under protection when appropriate or required. Guidelines for interim
protecied arcas must be clearly defined,

3. There must be clear criteria for identifying all interests in an area. Although 23 eudsysiems have
been identificd, the resources throughout these areas have not been completely identitied, As much of
the Yukon remains unmapped in terms ot resources and values, guidelines for develop ng the strategy
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must clearly specifly how much Jand in the Yukon will be affected. We already know that 16% of the
Yukon will be undet the jurisdiction of Yukon Pirst Nations us part of the land claims process. We need
to know whai {urther percentage of Yukon lands will be deemed 1o be proteeted undi - the strateay.
Results ot 2 Fraser [nstitute survey of Canadian mining companies showed that 39% of nininy
companies believe uncertainty over future protected areas is 4 deterrent 1 exploratior investment in the
Yukon.

4. Itis impcrative that ull representative groups be given the opportunity to provid: their input
There has not been a strong representation from the First Nations in the communities. Their input is
especizlly crucial as we need to knaw how this process will wark with the mandates of First Nativns
and the Special Management areas identified through claims.

As well, other stakeholder groups in the territory have not been givin adequate time to provide their input
Many have been busy with their busincsses during the summer and fall months. We recornmend an
uxtension be made to the proposed deadline date of January 9, 1998 for public consultaticii. According to
the minutes of the last YPASAC mecuting, only about 200 people have attended the open houses o date,
which is a very small percentage of the Yukon people who will be affeeted by this projec:

The Yukon Charmber of Commerce is commilled 1o be a collective voice of Yukan’s busiress community.
We work to create a climate conducive (o & strong private sector economy by praviding hzadership and
representation on issucs and projects affeeting business.

We are also committed 1o work with all {svels of government and we always look forward to working with
all govemments in the hest intercsts of cveryone, It is important for the fujure well being oof all Yukoners

This is a very tmportant issue and will affect all Yukoners for decades w cowne. We do ressect your desire
to complete this project as sct out in the timelines discussed. However, as government has stated that one of
your mandalces is to get as much infornation from the public as possible, we would appreziate an extension
of the proposed January 9, 1998 deadline for more public consultation und also your response to the other
abovemrentioned points.
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Donna Mercier
President

e
Shirley Adamson, Grand Chief, Council of Yukon First Nations
William Oppen, Deputy Minister of Reuewable Resourgos

Bob Kuiper, Chair, Yukon Protected Arcas Strategy Stcering Committee
Yukon Protected Areas Stralecuy Advisary Committee members

lan Robertson, President, Whilchorse Chamber of Cominerce

John Alton, Klondike Placer Miners Association

Rob Mclntyre, President Yukon Chamber of Mines

Pat Irvin, President, Tourism Industiy Association of Yukon

Yukan Chamber of Commerce members and Community Chambers
Mursha Thompson, Yukon Outfitters Association

Derine Girouard, President, Yukon Agricultural Association
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