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Hun Farir Fiil'qlqush

Minister of Renelwablc Resources
Government onukm-l

PO. Bax Z703

Whitehorse, Yukim YlA 2C6

Dear Minister Fairclough

Kg; Development of Yukon Protected Area! 3 "Elegy

After meeting; with representativas of business orgammlions, the Yukon Chamber oi‘Con-r mere: wishes to
tormnlly submit this letter of concern regarding the development of a Yukon Protected Arth Strategy. As
one ofthe Yukon Protected Areas Strategy Advisnry Committee (YPASAC) rntzmtmrsy _wu regret that this

submission could not be made earlier, but. the tiinclincx set For this strategy to be put into E lacc is one ofour
COHEEI‘I’IS.

We: acknowledge the purpose ul'tlte YPASAC is to advise the intergovernmental Yt‘AS Stzcnng

Committee on issucs relating to the principles and development oft: YPAS. it is expected .hat committcu
members will keep their respectivu organizations informed ofthe key issues and items disnussed during
Yl’ASAC meetings.

1. Overall, we an: concerned that there is no clear process in place over the long term. A
committzttnl to key steps would strive to keep all parties on track during the developmmt of thc
sllntegy, irrespective 01' political changes at all levels of gOVemment. 'l‘he grouadworlt; or parameters
for establishing a strategy that fairly reflects all interest groups is not fully defined.

2. The concept or interim protected areas is a major concern. Although most people ruderstand the

new, the definition and application of interim protected areas has not yet been cstzblighed. For
example, when an area is deemed to be under interim protection, than: are no guidelin: s in place tn
modify or reduce the area under protection when appropriate or required. Guidelines for intcrim

protecth areas must be clearly defined.

Th8": must be clear criteria for Identifying all interests in an area. Although 23 c1: nsystcms have
been identified, the resources throughout these areas have not been completely identified. As much of
the Yukon remains unmapped in terms ofresoum‘es and values. guidelines for (lcvclop ng the strategy
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must clearly spccify how much land in thc Yukon will he nffcctcd. We already know that i694. of the

Yukon will be under the juri§diclion of Yukon First Nations us part ofth land claims process We need
to know what further porccnluge oi‘Yukon lands will be deemed to be. pmlt‘cl'cxl undn ' the strategy.
Results or :4 Fraser institute survey of Canadian mining companies Showed that 39% oft-mining
companies believe Uncertainty over future protuuted areas is a deterrent to exploratior investment in the
Yukon.

4. It is imperativa that ull representative gruups he givon the opportunity to provide their input

There has not been a strong rcpmsentution from the First Nations in the communities. Their input is
especially crucial as we need to know how this process will work with the mandates ufFirst Nations
and the Special Management areas identified through L'lztilDS.

A: well, other stakeholder groups in the territory have not been givisn adequate time to provide their input

Many have been busy with their businesses during the summer and fall months. We recommend an

extension be made to the proposed deadline date ol‘Jonuary 0, 1998 for public consultation. According to
the minutes of the last 'YI’ASAC mooring, only about 200 people have attended the open llougcs to date,
which it a very small percentage of thc Yukon people who will be affected by this projocz

The Yukon Chamber of Comrncrcf: is committed to be a collective voice onukun’s business community.

We mark to create a climate conducive to a strong private sector economy by providing leadership and
raprcsentalion on issues and projects affecting business.

We are also committed to work with all levels of government and we always look Forward to working with
all governments in the host intercsls ofcveryonc. lt is important for the mturc well being C'f'rlll Yukonch

This is a Very important issue and will affect all Yukoners for dccndcs to come. We. do r121: met your desirc
to complctc this project as not out in the timelines discussed, However, as government liar. stated that one of
your mandates is to got as much information from the public as possible, we would appreciate an extension

ofthc proposed January 9, 1998 deadline For more public consultationund also your I'PSPDFISE to the other
abov“ ~ntioned points.

'UK:V,

Donna Mercier

Presidcnt

 

   
cc.

Shirley Adamson, Grand Chief, Council of Yukon First Nations
William Uppcn, Deputy Minister ul‘chewablc Resourcca
Bob Kuipet, Chair, Yukon Protected Area Strategy Stccring Committee
Yukon Protected Areas strategy Advisory Cornmittcc members
Ian Robertson, President, Whituhorsc Cihomhcr or Commerce

Juhn Alton. Klondike Placer Minch Association
Rub McIntyre, President Yukon Chamber ofMinos
Pat lrvm, President, Tourism Industry Association of Yukon
Yukon Chamber ul‘Commcrce members and Community Chambers
Mursha Thompson, Yukon Outfittch Association

Dorinc Girouard. Prosidcnt, Yukon Agricultural ADDOClallOH
Yukon Media
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