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Dear Shirley

Mel Holloway has asked me to write a letter of support to accompany his application for a grant under your
Prospector Assistance program. Please be assured that these comments are for your information only and are in
no way intended to interfere with the administration of your program.

I have discussed Mel’s proposal to carry out a bulk placer test on gravels in Matthew Creek with Steve Morison
v-;,,_;andgwe~.believe hiss'proposal has technical.meri.t,sbased~on what weknowgeology-Quaternary ‘
geology and previous placer mining in the area. 7 7- '

gold potential of the property with trenching, geochemistry and geophysics. This program established the

presence of a gold-bearing structure which cuts a high-level rhyolite dome (see attached Minfile record).

Evidence of placer mining activity in the 1930‘s can be seen on the same creek as the main showing. This

includes wooden flumes, the remains of a log dam, a sluice box and an old cabin (see field notes attached).

The placer potential of this area has never been systematically tested. The 1986-1989 work was directed toward
the hard rock potential, but suggests a possible source for placer gold in the area. Steve Morison has mapped

Quaternary gravels in the area and agrees that a bulk test is warranted.

Yours tru y

 

Trevor Bremner

Mineral Deposits Geologist

cc: R. Hill

S. Morison

I'I'I

Canada

a; Md visitedMel Holloway‘sclaimsron Shootamook Creek sandti‘ts.tributarngatthegéfireek, in October; 1989, with . .Q». We. ,,

‘ ’ geologistsLarry Carler and" Diane Emond- At the time, Oropex Mmeral§7fi%ffivas'evalmmgthe hard rock

 



 

YUKON MINFILE
STANDARD REPORT

CANADA YUKON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN - MINERAL RESOURCES SUBAGREEMENT

1058 045 SHOOTAMOOK
Other Names: (BULLDOMB, CARIBOO HORN)

Deposit Types: VEIN

Status: PROSPECT

NtsMaps: WOLF LAKE

Location: 60 46’57"N, 131 02’39"H
Commodities: GOLD

 

CAPSULE WORK HISTORY
Staked as Bulldomb, Cariboo Horn, etc cl (15693) in Apr/32 by Matthew
Watson & Patsy Henderson, in conjunction with nearby placer activity.
Restaked as Mathew cl (YA45137) in July/84 and Matt in Aug/85 by
M. Holloway, who performed a geochem survey in 1985 and trenching in
1986 and transferred the property to Total Erickson Res L, which
drilled in 1987. M. Holloway staked the Ron & Bud cl (YB10926) 2 km
to the west in Jan/88 and surrounded the Mathew cl with 0ro, Bran etc.
(YB16SO?) in Jan 88 and Oct/89. Holloway’s company Oropex
Minerals Inc. performed additional trenching in 1988 and further
trenching, detailed geochemical sampling and a VLF-EM survey in
1989. In 1989, construction was also begun on a 430 m airstrip.
In Oct/91 the Mathew 1-6 and Matt 7-48 were transfered from
Dropex Minerals Inc to Douglas Thomas.

CAPSULE GEOLOGY
Gold occurs in a silicified shear zone cutting a small high-level
rhyolite-granite intrusion on Shootamook Creek. The circular
plug has domed and silicified the surrounding metasedimentary
rocks, which consist of lower Cambrian limestone and calcareous
graphitic schist. Rhyolite dykes and sills, along with narrow
veins of pyrite, pyrrhotite and chalcedonic quartz extend from
the plug into silicified, sericite-altered wall rock.
Trenching on the main showing in 1988 and 1989 exposed a metre-

.r wide zone of brecciated rhyolite and quartz vein material with a
= matrix of silicjtjed gouge; .Samples of thiSLmatecialrhaVew;w
returned values as high-as 6.65 g/t Au, and 5.2 g/t Au, 1.25% As.
The zone strikes northeast and dips moderately to steeply
northwest and appears to be a small displacement normal fault.
Another silicified fault zone which extends.from the showing-

« through old places workingswto the.southeqstqcoincides with a 'rrwtahzw.
3000 m long VLF anomaly.‘ u?5;’
A second showing 213 m west of the main zone consists of an
outcrop of sericite-altered rhyolite which returned assays up to
102.9 g/t Ag. Coincident VLF and arsenic soil
anomalies were explored with a 40 m long trench in
late 1989.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
YE, 1985-86, p.115
YMEO, 1989, p.7
ER, Jan/90 by L.N. Carlyle for Yukon Yellow Metal Expl. Ltd. -

A.R. #092858

MINFILE NUMBER: 1058 045
REVISED: 92/04/05
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1989 EXPLORATION PROGRAM (For drill programs incTude n .b r o :

 

SUMMARY OF PROPERTY VISIT*
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LOCATION ACCESS AND CLAIMS

The Yukon Yellow Metal Exp., Ltd., property is located in the

Shootamook Creek area of NTS map sheet 1058 - 14 in the Watson

  

  

. Lake mining district. Access to the property is by small fixed wing

or helicopter. There is no road access to the property. (see maps in

back of report) Shootamook Creek is a tributary of Scurvy Creek.

HISTORY

l

5 The property was mined in two different decades, the 1870's and

, the 1930's. Evidence of work can be found in the remains of log

3 ’ stuctures on the property as well as quOtes from the book 'Names

and Places' (page 236). i

l r

l '
SCURVY CREEK 60°49'N 130°32’W (105-8).Atributary of the upper

‘ _, - Liard River. I

Gold was found here in the summer of 1874 by Cassiar miners working

i ; ‘3 north from the Deasc Lake country. The journey was arduous and some

l miners wintered on this and neighbouring creeks rather than face tire

difficult trip back to the Dcase Lake country.

i 1.3-: In the following winter at least four of these men died of scurvy and were

buried near the mouth of the creek, on the banks of the Liard. The re-

maining men were saved by three of their number who walked to Lakcton

(on Dense Lake) in March 1875, for help. The Victoria Colonist of 2i luly,

1875, carried a letter from McDame Creek;I
1
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. "I think it my duty to notify you of the great suffering of the Deloire

lLiard) pioneers from the scurvy. Four have died from the said disease and

ten others had a narrow escape. The only thing that saved them was three

g" of their number coming out on the ice and getting to Laketuwn on l2

‘ "i March, to report the suffering that four of their number endured at the

l -; time of their leaving them, I may mention the date, 12 February. We all

l subscribed at Laketown, and in two days we dispatched one white man

1 "‘3‘"; ’ and an lndian with medicine,"’rum, vegetables, potatoes, lime-juice,

vinegar, etc. which the sick men received in sixteen days. Those who got

here on the 19th inst. state that only for what was sent from here more

'
.
r

-.
‘
3
”
:

5.

r than half of the sick men would have perished. The four who died were

ailing all winter and were too far gone by the time they received the medi-

1., cincs . . . .The unfortunate men have died easy deaths. They got frozen in
l

l
l .

v‘ 35. with their boats on 25 Oetoher1874.”



  

Chief Billy Smith worked the property with his people for at least
4 seasons. The writer had the chance on 3 different occasions to
talk with Chief Billy's son, Chief John Smith, who retired as chief
in 1989. Chief John Smith wrote in the back of the book 'Names and
Places' the family tree of his family.

Chief John Smith told the writer of this report;

"Dad first started to placer mine this area in the early 1930's.
Mined the area about 4. to 5 years. John smith was 12 years old at
the time when the Smith family and group got sick at Shootamook.
Turburculosis epidemic was in the Yukon at the time. The men went
to Teslin on spring snow (dogteam) buy white man's food, get white
manssicknessr‘My“‘da“d"b‘urie'd"the two oldest boys and‘fwofifls—ihw '7 "
two years. We all get sick and come out to Whitehorse. Two die in
Whitehorse. Two die at Carcross (home of Chief Billy Smithy)"; '

No further mining went on there till now. 1939's - 1991 -- Bog-some-
odd;,years-«the, area has-been'forgotten. No records of work ever .
recOrded. r

SHOOTAMOOK CREEK 60°49'N 131°00'W (105—8). A tributary to
Scurvy Creek. ‘ I

Billy smith, Chicfrof‘thc Tagish Banal and :1 trapper and prospector, found
gold on this crcck in 1936 and named it “Shomdcnook” which means
“Rising Up" and probably relates to an Indian legend of a myt_hical golden
man. -
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Lpular Mining H agazine

i

by Dave ‘Parkhurst

‘ The single, most important

pestion to be answered-when
raluating a placer gold deposit
;; nHow much is it worth?“

reasonable-estimate of the
btal gold values contained in
ie deposit. Because it is

I_ m clul‘tfijgto'v esum; is ,3" we 1,;
lrd of gravel. samples can be
lken in units of one cubic foot.
.12 to the size of the samples,

is advisable to taKe a large

amber of samples over the
ltire'placer area. Abulk test

lbic yards ‘is thebes‘t method

prove a placer: edeposilxubut

Accurate sampling of placer-
wlavels-isessential to obtain a

In of between 500 and 1.000

 

is is not always practical,

 

herefore. to obtain a

 

asonable estimate of the

February 1984

deposit’s value by hand

methods. a miniQO of 10 to 20
samples should be taken,

panned carefully. and the
recovered gold values weighed
separately.

Placers should be sampled
from the top to thebpt‘tom of

. 7 . f raw.-

the graavels atseveral. locations
in the deposit. A box measuring
.bi2x12x12 inches inside

ESTIMHTINB BDLD VHLUES IN PLRCERS

"v
:-

meaggrgmggt can be eofiéfififled _‘
from wood to standardize the
one cu. ft. samples. or a line
can be drawn inside a bucket to

represent this volume of

gravel. All materials from the
sampling area (including large
rocks) should be taken in the
sample. As the gold from each
sample is weighed. its
approximate value per cubic
yard can be found in the

accompanying Gold Chart.

 

Once the sample values have

been obtained. they should all
be totalled together and
averaged. It 911; sample is
exceptionally rich or poor. it.

can be discounted. If 2 or more

are exceptionally rich or poor.
(they; should be included in the
average unless they all came
from the same location. If one

area shows rich or poor. it
s b On e c a l c t‘e d 7
separately. ,

Values in the table are

calculated according to relative

“fineness”. Pure gold is 1000
fine. or 100%. and 850 fine gold
is 85% gold. If you don’t have
an assay value for the placer

gold. fineness can be
approximated by the average
fineness of the gold found in
the same area. If not that use

850 fine until you know exactly.

Page 16
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ESTIMATING GOLD VALUES 1N PLACER GRAVELS

Gold per Cu. Ft. Value per Cu. Yd. in placer fineness Gold

penny Troy 02

Grns grams weight 700 750 800 _850_ 900 950 Cu. Yd.
. .1 .006 .004 $1.89 $2.03 $2.16 $2.30 $2.43 $2.56 .0067
.2 .012 .008 3.78 4.05 4.32 4.59 4.86 .5.13 .0135
.3 .019 .012 5.67 6.08 6.48 6.89 7.29 7.69 .0202
.4 .025 .016 7.56 8.10 8.64 9.18; 9.72 10.26 .0270
.5 .032. .020 9.45 10.15 10.80 11.47 12.15 12.83 .0336
.6 .038 .025 11.34 12.15 12.96 13.77 14.58 15.39 .0404
.7 .045 .029 13.23 14.17 15.12 16.06 17.01. 17.95 .0472
.8 .051 .033 15.12 16.20 17.28 18.36 19.44 20.52 .0540
.9 .058 .037 17.01 18.23 19.44 20.65 21.87 23.08 .0607

1.0 .064 .041 18.90 20.25 21.60 22.95 24.30 25.65 .0675
2.0 .129 .083 37.80 40.50 43.20 45.90 48.60 51.30 .135
3.0 .194 .125 56.70 60.75 64.80 68.85 72.90 76.95 .202
4.0 .259 .166 75.60 81.00 86.40 91.80 97.20 102.60 .270
5.0 .324 .208 94.50 101.25 108.00 114.75 121.50‘ 128.25 .336
6.0 .388 .25 113.40 121.50 129.60 137.70 145.80 153.90 .404
7.0 .453 .291 132.30 141.75 151.20 160.65 170.10 179.55 .472
8.0 .518 .333 151.20 162.00 172.80 183.60 194.40 205.20 .540
9.0 .583 .375 170.10 182.25 194.40 '206.55 218.704 230.85 .607

   

To calculate values not

shown: if sample weight is 2.6
grain-s. addemobht'shown in 2.0
row'to amount shown in the .6

row. If weight 1520.? grains.
takemz . times the; amount ;sh own
in the 9.0'row. and add this to
the amounts shown in the 2.0
row and the .7 row.

CON VERSION FACTORS:

1 troy oz ='31.103 grams = 480
grains = 20 pennyweight a 1.09?
oz. avoir.
1 grain = .0648 grams = .04167
pwt. = .00208 troy oz.

1 pennyweight = 1.55515 grams

= 24 grains = .05 troy oz.
1 gram = 15.433 grains = .643
pwt. = .032 troy oz.

The Gold Chart is based on the

amount of gold in 1 cubic foot

of placer gravel. There are 2?

cu. ft. in 1 cu. yd. of in glgce

gravel. When gravel is
loosened, however, it expands

or "swells" by about 20%. This

means there are approximately

32.4 cu. ft. of looge gravel in 1
cu. yd. of in glacyeegravel. The
c-h”a"ir’7t' takes-Hh-iséstell" into
account. andgives the dollar
value-Jor each cu.‘__yd. of

lesi‘ieeavel- Rama-mifiifiiou are
taking the gold from” a cubic
foot to find the amount of gold
in a cubic yard.

Because gold prices vary.
the chart is based on a price of

  

$400.00 per troy ounce. The
dealer price is always below
the market price fongold (whi'ch
is sold at 995 fine or higher).
so whatever this price happens

to be.”‘it can be converted to a
percentage of the amount shown “
in the chart. For example. if

gold is $420 per oz. add 57. of

the amount shown in the table.

If gold is $380 per oz. subtract
5% of the amount shown in the

table. Never base placer gold

value at the market price for

gold. as this will artificially
inflate the value of the placer

deposit.

Keep in mind that the value
obtained by use of this method
is an estimate of the
recoverable gold values

contained in the placer deposit.

If the estimate comes out too

low. too high or marginal. then

repeat the sampling procedure.

112 or more sampling run:

produce nearly the same

results, it is a good indication

that your estimates arr

reasonably accurate. END

 


