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This CD includes previously unreleased stream sediment geochemical data for northern 
Yukon, as well as the updated digital compilation of all government regional stream 
geochemical data for the Yukon. It supercedes “Yukon Regional Geochemical Database 
2002”, released in November 2002. 
 
Data and maps for individual Geological Survey of Canada (GSC) Open File releases 
are available in paper format, and some in digital format, from the Yukon Geology 
Program or the GSC. The new database released on this CD is only available in digital 
format; it is accompanied by the digital documentation files provided by the GSC.   
 
This database is also available to order or to download from the Yukon Geology 
Program website, at www.geology.gov.yk.ca.  It can also be viewed in the Map Gallery 
of the same website, where geochemical anomaly maps are displayed for a suite of 
elements. 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
This document presents the available digital data for regional stream sediment surveys 
that have been gathered in the Yukon under the Geological Survey of Canada’s National 
Geochemical Reconnaissance Program.  A few early surveys were undertaken solely by 
the GSC as part of their Uranium Reconnaissance Program, but most were funded 
primarily by Indian and Northern Affairs Canada and the Yukon Government under 
cooperative agreements with the GSC. The data have been compiled from digital files 
provided by the GSC. A list of individual references for each Open File is located in 
Table 1. 
 
Most of the GSC surveys are published as paper copies in Open File reports; a few 
individual surveys have been re-released in digital format. Some digital re-releases 
include new data and supercede earlier Open File reports, and some simply include new 
data to be appended to the pre-existing data. 
 

http://www.geology.gov.yk.ca/
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Anomaly maps for a suite of elements were generated for the whole Yukon, as well as 
for each of these provinces except the Quaternary one, which is not covered by stream 
sediment surveys. Values are represented as range in percentile values. These can be 
viewed in the Map Gallery of the Yukon Geology Program Website: 
www.geology.gov.yk.ca.  
 
Some discrepancies remain in the digital database:  

• a few data points are misplotted and appear on the wrong NTS map sheet 
•  the paper versions show 2 separate columns for Au_INA and for the repeat 

analyses for that technique (same sample analysed twice) while the digital file 
contains only one column for Au_INA, where the repeat value replaces the 
original Au_INA value. In some cases, the repeat value is lower than the original 
value.  This could be corrected in future updates. 

• The original paper versions include, at random sample sites (about one in 20), 
duplicate samples, i.e., more than one sample at the same site. The digital file 
does not include these duplicate results. 

 
• Stream depth and width in the original digital file were converted to metres from 

the units indicated in the published paper versions (or digital if available) of the 
open files. Original units include feet, metres and decimetres.  It seems that there 
are still problems with those surveys where these fields were originally measured 
in feet and that data should be considered suspect. Even when converted to 
metres, numbers remain very large. In some cases, the number in the digital file 

http://www.geology.gov.yk.ca/


was three times larger than the number in the paper version, yet the legend in 
the paper version indicates that field to be in feet. Table 2 indicates the original 
measurement unit of these fields, for each individual Open File release. 

 
LIMITATION OF LIABILITY: 
This database is compiled for the purpose aiding those conducting geological research; 
it is not intended to replace the original published and unpublished sources.  As such, 
neither the compiler nor the publishers verify the accuracy of the data contained within 
this digital product.  Users should verify the accuracy of data reported herein from the 
original source.  In some cases, data and/or sample information has been corrected from 
erroneous reportings, or modified for consistency, from information provided to the 
compiler by the authors.  The original source is to be cited when data is used.  The 
digital product (this compilation) should be cited only when referring to assemblages of 
data that are the result of querying the data set. 



 
 
Data sorted by Open File numbers. 
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release 2003



Map coverage by elements. 
Black dot indicates sampled analyzed for that element, red dot indicates no data. 
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