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Prospector J.P. Ross 
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John Peter Ross, known among friends as J.P., died suddenly 
at his home in Whitehorse, Yukon in early May, 2008. 

J.P. was a Yukon resident for nearly 35 years. He was a dedicated member of the Yukon 
Prospectors’ Association, where, at the time of his death, he was vice-president.

Before coming to the Yukon, he graduated from McGill University in 1970 with a Bachelor of 
Science in chemistry and a minor in biology. He began his Yukon career at the United Keno 
Hill Mines’ mill at Elsa where he worked on five different occasions.

Inquisitive, he began exploring the northland as soon as he set foot in the Yukon. He read 
prodigiously and interviewed prospectors and miners who sparked his interest in pursuing 
independent mineral prospecting as a primary vocation in 1985. A smart business person, his 
new-found career began to flourish. In 1995, the Yukon Prospectors’ Association selected 
John Peter Ross as Prospector of the Year. The award, based on a prospector’s successes in 
uncovering new mineral discoveries, recognized his good fortune in finding the Killermun 
Lake gold property in the Ruby Range-Aishihik area in the vicinity of Haines Junction.

J.P. liked being out alone where there were no pressures, and he enjoyed listening to the 
sounds of silence. “There’s a certain music in nature — the wind, rock avalanches, bears at 
3 a.m., gurgling streams and wind in the grass. Even the stars seem to have a sound to them.”

He will be missed by his prospecting friends. Besides his vast interest and knowledge on an 
eclectic array of subjects, J.P. shared his information willingly, indeed an extraordinary trait for 
a person operating in the highly competitive prospecting and exploration business where 
most people keep their secrets close to their vest.

J.P. was definitely his own person. His staunch individualism earned him rite of passage into 
Jim Robb’s illustrious Colourful Five Percent club.� Jane Gaffin



George Gilbert passed away in Whitehorse, February 14, 2008, at the 
age of 82. He was a man of many professions, all of them self-taught. 

George was a geologist, hard-rock miner, prospector, naturalist, as well 
as a government inspector of mining, fi sheries and land use. He was a 
published author and self-described rock-hound. He counted amongst 
his friends not only regular folk, but those who served in high offi ce such 
as Ed Schreyer, Governor General of Canada; James Smith, Commissioner of Yukon; and 
various heads of state and scientifi c organizations from across the world. 

Born in Vancouver, British Columbia, in 1934 George moved with his family to the Cariboo 
mining town of Wells when it was just being established. He joined the Air Force near the end 
of World War II and served two years, returning to work at the Cariboo Gold Quartz (CGQ) 
mine in 1946. George eventually became the manager of the CGQ mine. 

In 1967, when the CGQ mine ceased operations, George moved to Whitehorse to take on the 
position of Newmont Mining’s resident geologist. While with Newmont, George and his 
prospecting crews explored many grassroots properties and mineral deposits in Yukon, 
including those in the Kluane Ranges and the Bonnet Plume area. 

In 1970, George joined Keno Hill Exploration Ltd. and managed several exploration programs 
for three years before joining the Geology Division of the Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development in the mid-1970s. He eventually became the Chief Mining Inspector of 
the Placer Mining Division, where he remained until he retired in 1989. He maintained his 
contacts with the mining industry and former colleagues throughout his retirement, even 
attending the annual Yukon Geoscience Forum two months before his passing.

George was a loving father and friend and will be greatly missed by all of his family, his 
colleagues and friends, and anyone who ever had the pleasure of his company.  Bill LeBarge

George inspecting claims. 
(Photo by Robin Armour)

Part of Ishpa Glacier, British Columbia 
(Courtesy of “Kicked by a dead moose” (G. Gilbert))

George prospecting.
(Photo by Robin Armour)
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Part of Ishpa Glacier, British Columbia 




