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CHAPTER I.

MINERAL INDUSTRY OF YUKON, 1941 to 195%

INTRODUETICON

This report was prepared to provide pub]isheq
information on the Tode and placer mining industries
in Yukon during an important part of its history.
Mining and milling of Elsa and Keno Hi1l silver-lead
ores was begun. Significant nickel, copper, lead, and
zinc deposits were discovered in the White River,
Vangorda Creek, and MacMillan Pass areas. Aspestos
deposits, which were ultimately mined by Cassiar
Asbestos Corp. were discovered. Placer mining activ-
ity continued, although pressures in the form of
rising costs, and stable gold prices were forcing the
industry inte deciine. Both the lode and placer
mining industries were affected during the war years
by shortages of men and equipment, although there was
a great deal of attention paid to sources of tungsten,
a@ strategic mineral.

No general reports have been published previously
covering the lode and placer mining industries from
1941 to 1959, although studies of individual deposits
or mining operations have been released by a number of
sources. Overviews of the mineral industry were
published as Memoirs of the Geological Survey of
Canada between 1934 and 1940, ending with Memoir 234
in 1940. They were begun again by the Geological
Survey of Canada in 1960 with Paper 61-23, and have
been prepared since 1969 by Geology Section of Depart-
ment of Indian Affairs and Northern Development.

The availability of information on the period of
1941 to 1959 in public, but not published form was
brought to the attention of Geology Section, D.I.AN.D.
by Dr. C.F. Gleeson of (ttawa. George Gilbert of
0.I.A.N.D. Whitehorse located more information in the
Yukon Archives. Ruth Debicki of D.I.A.N.D. Whitehorse
located additional information at the Yukon Archives,
Yukon Goverment Records Centre, and Department of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Ottawa and
compiled this report. Most of the information came
from Yukon Archives Section RG 91, volume 66, file
3525, parts 6 and 7, and section RG 817115, volumes 1,
2, 3, and 4. Additional information may be available
in public records such as land assessment roils,
lapsed mineral claim records, etc., but it was beyond
the scope of this compilation to search it out.
Information compiled here is sometimes very general
concerning location. Further searching by interested
individuals may provide more exact locations for the
mineral occurrences or mining operations of interest.

Information from Government of Yukon Records
technically covered by a thirty year period of confiden-
tiality is published here with permission of Doug Bell,
Commissioner of Yukon.

Most of the information in this report was com-
piled from reports by Mining Recorders of the day to
the Comptrolier or Commissioner, reports from the

Comptroller, or after 1948 the Commissioner, to his
supervisors in Ottawa, and limited government cor-
respondence with mining companies. The sources of
information for each year are listed in the intro-
duction to each section.

Records were not complete. A brief look at their
history might explain why. About 1950, boxes of
central registry files stored in the attic of Govern-
ment House in Dawson were taken to the dump because of
a shortage of storage space. MWhen the capital of the
Territory, and the government, moved from Dawson to
Whitehorse in 1953, some central registry records were
left behind. They were neglected until 1959 when the
Public Archives of Canada sent an archivist to go
through the files. Some were shipped to the Public
Archives in Ottawa. Some may have been destroyed in a
warehouse fire in the 1960's. In 1968, some of the
files still in storage in Dawson, and some of the
files that had been brought to Whitehorse in 1953 were
arganized and transferred to the Public Archives of
Canada where they were re-organized and integrated
with files transferred in 1959. The files were micro-
filmed, and originals were returned to the Yukon
Archives when it opened in 1972. More recent records
are held by the Yukon Government Central Registry
Office Records Centre.

Production figures, numbers of claims recorded,
etc. given in the text were reported in the sources
according to government fiscal years, i.e. April 1st
to the following March 3lst. Production figures
reported by companies were usually compiled according
to the calendar year. Where pubtished in the text,
the "year" is noted if different from the government
fiscal year,

Photos are courtesy of the Geological Survey of
Canada, and Yukon Archives.

A1l units of measurement have been left as report-
ed. One M.I.D., a measurement used when describing
the volumes of water used for hydraulic stripping in
preparation for placer mining, is equivalent to 2,274
cubic feet of water, or 14,162 Imperial gallons of
water.

Where more than one source provides the same
information, the most recent information is assumed to
be correct and is included here, as it is based on the
most complete information. A11 gold production figures
are described as crude or fine ounces whenever possible;
if not specified the type of gold is not known. Where
gold production figures are available from reports on
the Emergency Gold Mining Assistance Act, they are
used in preference to royalty records as a source of
production because they are reported in fine rather
than crude troy ounces, and because they reflect the
amount of gold recovered in the year, and not the
amount of gold sold.

The Emergency Gold Mining Assistance Act came
into effect in 1948, and continued through 1959. A
complex formula was used to determine assistance for
gold mines which produced more than 50 fine ounces of
gold per year, in an attempt to offset increasing
p(oduction costs, and stable gold prices. An upper
Timit was placed on the amount of assistance which
could be provided; for example in 1957 it was $12.33




per ounce. Applicants for assistance were obliged to
sell their gold to the Royal Canadian Mint or other
approved facility for assaying, refining, and storing,
and were not able to sell it on the open market. A
summary of Yukon production on which assistance was
paid between 1948 and 1959 is in Table 8.

CLAIM STAKING AND MINERAL PRODUCTION

The foltowing tables summarize available claim
staking, claim status, and mineral production figures
for 1941 to 1959. Where sufficient information is
available, the data are also presented graphically
(see Figures 1 to 6). Gaps indicate an absence of
information for that year. Dashed Tines indicated

that the data for that year are incomplete.




TABLE 1

STATUS OF LODE CLAIMS, 1941 to 1959

YEAR = MINING DISTRICT TOTAL YEAR ¥ MINING DISTRICT TOTAL
o Dawsan Mayo  Whitehorse Dawsen Mayo _Whitehorse
N 20 23 - - N 64 - 267 -
1941 R 101 340 - - 1951 R- 34 - 249 -
G - 405 - - G 98 2,161 - -
I - - - - I - - - -
L - 13 - 131 L - 165 7 -
N 11 - - - N 65 210 1,354 1,629
1942 RoO109 - - - 1952 R 32 1,414 689 2,135
G - 338 - - G - 1,644 - -
1 - - - - I - - - -
L - 132 - 132, L - 164 - -
N 36 - 1 - N - 62 3,989 -
1943 R 104 274 15 393 1953 R 63 1,008 1,284 2,355
G _ - 26 - G 130 1,626 - -
I - - - - I - - - -
L - 132 - 132 L - 166 - -
N 77 52 92 221 N 46 384 1,800 2,230
1944 R 144 258 19 421 1954 R 84 1,109 2,849 4,042
G - - - - G 160 1,981 - -
1 - - . - I - - . -
L - 132 - 132 L - 184 - -
N o185 77 36 298 N 320 257 2,127 2,704
1945 ] 209 308 64 581 1955 R 67 1,092 3,062 4,221
G - - - - G 374 1,474 - -
1 - - - - I - - - -
L - - - - L - 213 - -
N 427 195 204 826 Noo219 215 818 1,252
1946 R 279 409 86 774 1956 R 125 551 1,862 2,530
G - - _ - G 346 1,380 - -
I - - - - I - - - -
L - 150 - - L - 257 - -
N 432 118 512 1,062 N 360 95 430 885
1947 R 77 362 527 966 1957 R 208 457 510 1,175
G - - - - G 577 1,324 - -
I - - - - I - - - -
L - 143 - - L - 307 - -
N - 260 122 - NoOT10 53 599 762
1948 R - 507 237 - 1958 R 450 448 484 1,382
G 46 - - - G 478 1,113 - -
I - - - - I - 32 - -
L - 145 - - L - 391 - -
N 22 361 61 441 N 6 89 659 754
1949 R 37 618 267 922 1959 R - 455 63 -
G 59 - - - 6 234 1,039 - -
I - - - - I - 0 - -
L - 136 - - L - 447 - -
N - - 152 _ * N new claims recorded during fiscal year
1950 R - - 167 - R claims renewed during fiscal year
G 62 1,762 - - G claims in good standing on March 31st, at end of fiscal year
1 - - _ _ I diron leases in good standing at end of fiscal year
L - 160 _ - L guartz leases in good standing at end of fiscal year

no data available




TABLE 2

NUMBERS OF ANALYSES DONE BY TERRITORIAL ASSAY OFFICE REFLECT PROSPECTING ACTIVITY

Eiement analyzed Total Total
Year Pb n Ag & Au Fe Cu Sb Mo Sn W Si_ pther  Samples Analyses
1941 649 0 1,098 0 4 0 1] 0 1 1] ] 1,008 1,757
1942 - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1943 508 22 1,073 5 9 3 1T . 3 43 4 4 1,073 1,675
1944 474 13 936 0 8 0 0 0 0] 0] 0 936 1.451
1945 287 13 998 0 10 ] 0 0 0 0 1 998 1,309
1946 303 10 851 0 14 ] 0 0 0 0 1 851 1,179
1947 479 20 1,080 1 13 1 2 0 0 0 a 1,080 1,596
1948 502 50 902 0 68 1 2 0 0 0 0 902 1,525
1949 226 61 1,393 G 9 5 1 0] 0 0 0 1,393 1,695
1950 224 43 637 ¢ 4 4 0 1 0 0 0 637 9